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The purpose of this study is to do an ethnographic 
survey of North American Whites hereafter referred to as 
Continentals who are residing on Saint Croix, Virgin 
Islands. This study will encompass economic, political, 
social, and ideological aspects of the group's culture. 
It is focused on Continentals who are permanent residents 
on Saint Croix. Tourists, other types of transient 
people, and other ethnic groups are considered only when 
it is important to clarify relative points in this study. 
The participant observation technique was employed 
for this research. This involved direct observation, 
participation, interviewing informants, and analyzing 
relative documents from different source areas. Field 
notes were recorded and later analyzed, interpreted and 
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written in a descriptive manner. The investigator was 
aware of the possibility of reaction from the group 
that was studied. Efforts were made to avoid conditions 
that would cause the subjects to alternate their normal 
behavior. This thesis is divided into seven chapters 
consisting of the Introduction, Review of Literature, 
Presentation of Data, Continentals on Saint Croix and 
Their Physical Environment, Sources of Income, Social 
Organizations and Social Interaction and Conclusions. 
The following conclusions are evident based upon 
the data collected: 
(1) A few Continentals lived in Saint Croix, during 
Danish rule, but the greatest number of Continentals 
emigrated to the island in the 1960's. The reasons they 
moved to Saint Croix were for the purposes of retirement 
and to better themselves economically. Relative to total 
population, Continentals are in a minority. 
(2) Continentals are employed in both private and 
governmental sectors of the job market. They control 
tourism which is the number one industry in the Virgin 
Islands. They also have a monopoly on the tourist-related 
businesses and the light and heavy industrial plants. 
(3) Under United States rule, Saint Croix has 
changed from an agriculturally based economy to light 
and heavy industry and tourism. 
3 
(4) A majority of the native Crucians are descen¬ 
dants of African slaves who were brought to the Virgin 
Islands during the Danish regime as a source of cheap 
laborers. 
(5) Saint Croix has a segmented society in which 
Continentals occupy an upper position on the social 
and economic scale. They make very few efforts to 
acculturate or assimilate Crucian culture. Their rela¬ 
tionships with other groups are minimal and impersonal. 
(6) The Virgin Islands government is the major 
employer of native Crucians. 
(7) Economically, the local government is heavily 
dependent upon tourism and federal aid programs. 
(8) Continentals play an active role in politics 
in Saint Croix. 
(9) There is a high correlation between income, 
education, and class position in the Virgin Islands. 
(10) A high degree of social distance exists be¬ 
tween Continentals and the general Crucian population 
in their choice of residential areas, schools and recrea¬ 
tional activities. 
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The United States Virgin Islands lie at the eastern 
end of the Greater Antilles approximately "70 miles east 
of Puerto Rico, 1,434 nautical miles southeast of New York, 
and 700 miles south of Bermuda." (Moolenaar; Doyle; and Ellis, 
1974:77) . They consist of 50 islands and cays among which 
Saint Croix, Saint Thomas, and Saint John are the principal 
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islands. These islands are located latitudinally 64 west 
of the Prime Meridian. (Dookan, 1974: "Introduction? 1-2). 
Saint Croix constitutes a land area of about 80 square miles, 
Saint Thomas has about 32 square miles, and Saint John has 
about 20 square miles. (Moolenaar; Doyle; and Ellis, 1974: 
102). Geographically, Saint Croix is not a part of the 
Virgin Islands. It is separated from Saint Thomas by a 
deep trench of 1,100 to 2,450 fathoms. (McGuire, 1925: 164). 
This trench is known as the Virgin Sound. Saint Crox can 
be better classed geographically with the Lesser Antilles. 
Saint Thomas and Saint John belong to the Greater Antilles 
submerged oceanic bank that extends from Puerto Rico to 
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the British Virgin Islands. (Dookan, 1974: 2). The 
British Virgin Islands, colonial territories of Great 
Britain, are located about 60 miles east of Puerto Rico 
at latitude 18° north and longitude 64° 30* west. Sixteen 
of the 60 islands, which have a total area of about 69 
square miles, are inhabited. The principal islands are 
Tortola, Anegada, Jost Van Dyke, and Virgin Gorda. 
Tortola, the largest of the group, is 21 square miles. 
(Moolenaar; Doyle; and Ellis, 1974: 102). 
Christopher Columbus and his crewmen are the first 
Europeans that are documented to have visited the islands. 
On their second trip to the west in 1493, they arrived at 
an island that was called Ayay by its indigenous people. 
(Knox, 1852: 14) . Columbus renamed the island Santa Cruz 
and subsequently, when it was occupied by the French in 
the Eighteenth Century, it was called Saint Croix. As 
Columbus and his crewmen sailed northward from Santa Cruz, 
it is alleged that he saw many other islands and cays to 
which he gave the name "Las Virgines in allusion to the 
well-known legend in the Romish ritual of the 11,000 
virgins." (Knox, 1852: 16). According to the legend, 
Ursula, a young girl from Britain, was attacked and 
killed along with 11,000 female companions by Huns at 
3 
Cologne as they were returning home from a pilgrimage in 
Rome. They were killed because of their faith. She was 
canonized at a later date by the Roman Catholic Church 
(Sheen, 1966: 175). The Spaniards never settled the 
Virgin Islands permanently. They preferred to establish 
themselves in nearby Puerto Rico which was larger and 
richer in resources. 
In an effort to alleviate the economic and social 
problems that were plaguing Denmark during the Seventeenth 
Century, the Danes decided to exploit the Caribbean islands 
as their European neighbors were doing. (Westergaard, 1917: 32). 
They were attracted by the trading opportunities in the 
islands and "the production of staple tropical commodities." 
(Dookan, 1974: 48-49). The prime staples were tobacco, 
indigo, cotton, coffee, and at a later period, sugar. In 
1671, King Christian the Fifth of Denmark, authorized the 
Danish West India Company to colonize and settle Saint 
Thomas and all of the islands nearby. (Hill, 1971: 32). 
Saint Thomas was settled by the Danes in 1672 and Saint 
John, although claimed in 1683, was settled between 1716 
and 1717. (Westergaard, 1917: 32). Saint Croix was 
settled by other European countries as early as 1625. 
France was its last colonial ruler before it became a 
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Danish possession. The Danes bought the island from the 
French in 1733 in order to expand their plantation economy. 
France, during the period, was at war with Poland and was 
in much need of monetary funds. (Westergaard, 1917: 200). 
There were no indigenous people found in the Virgin 
Islands when the Europeans arrived at different periods in 
the Seventeenth Century. There have not been any reliable 
documents that explain what happened to the people. Accord¬ 
ing to Oldendorp, a German historian, about "1555, the 
Indians were driven away from the Virgin Islands by Charles 
Fifth of Spain. The Emperor having ordered that they be 
treated as enemies and exterminated." Booy states that it 
is highly possible that they "were taken as slaves, and 
made to work the mines of Hispaniola." (Booy, 1918: 41-42). 
Initially, Danish indentured workers were relied upon 
to do the hard labor and domestic duties in the Danish 
Caribbean islands. Westergaard contends that fevers, 
climate and careless living killed them off faster than 
they could be replaced. As a possible solution to the 
labor problem, in 1674 the Danish West Indian Company was 
authorized by King Christian to trade in slave labor on 
the Guinea Coast. (Westergaard, 1917: 40). African slaves 
were brought to the Danish Caribbean islands about 1681 
or 1682. (Creque, 1968: 19). "Their labor was needed to 
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cultivate the soil, build the towns, and produce wealth 
for the resident traders and planters from 'enlightened' 
Europe and absentee shareholders." (Hill, 1971: 11). 
Slavery was abolished in the Danish Caribbean islands 
on July 3, 1848. 
During the latter part of the Nineteenth Century, the 
economy of the Danish Caribbean islands began to decline. 
(Campbell, 1942: 161-162). This was also a time period in 
which there was a "growing imperialist attitude" in the 
United States as "expressed by American intervention in 
the Cuban struggle for independence and in war with Spain." 
(Dookan, 1974: 249). Merriam (1978: 369-80) noted that 
...by the 1890's the American concern 
with territorial expansion produced 
imperialistic designs on outlying lands 
in the Caribbean and the Pacific. For 
example, the Republican Party Platform 
of 1896 called for 'control of the 
Hawaiian Islands, construction of a 
Nicaraguan Canal, purchase of the Danish 
West Indies, and an expression of sym¬ 
pathy for the Cuban rebels.' 
Creque (1968: 4) pointed out the prevailing fear in the 
United States of German expansion in the Caribbean area, 
"and the growing threat of the German Naval program to 
the maintenance of the principles of the Monroe Doctrine, 
which was aggravated by the war in Europe." His analysis 
indicated that 
There are only three gateways which 
deep draft ships from Europe employ 
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to enter the Caribbean: (1) The Wind¬ 
ward Passage, between Cuba and Santo 
Domingo; (2) The Mona Passage, between 
Puerto Rico and Santo Domingo; (3) The 
Virgin Passage, between Puerto Rico and 
the tangled archipelago of the Lesser 
Antilles. With the acquisition of the 
Danish West Indies the last great gate¬ 
way to the Caribbean would fall into 
American hands. St. Thomas stands 
squarely atwart the Virgin Passage. 
The United States initially sought to purchase the 
Danish Caribbean islands during the American Civil War. 
The Northern Navy needed a naval station in the Caribbean 
islands for damaged ships and a holding-place for con¬ 
fiscated Southern navy vessels. (Dookan, 1974: 248). For 
various reasons the sale of the islands did not materialize 
However, on March 31, 1917, the Danish Caribbean islands 
were officially transferred to the United States for a 
sum of $25,000,000. The administration of the islands 
was placed under the United States Navy; and in 1931 
the jurisdiction of the islands was transferred to 
authorities in the Department of the Interior. 
The United Nations classifies the political status 
of the United States Virgin Islands as a colony. (De¬ 
colonization Committee, 1977). However, contrary to the 
United Nations, the United States Government officially 
recognizes the Virgin Islands as Unincorporated Territories 
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An Organic Act devised by the United States Congress 
in 1936 and revised in 1954 serves as the Virgin Islands 
Constitution. The Government structure consists of 
executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor are elected by popular 
votes and serve a length of four years. The legislative, 
which is unicameral, is comprised of 15 senators whose 
length of term is two years. Six judges are appointed by 
the Governor whose length of term is six years. There 
is a Virgin Islands Delegate to Congress who is elected 
by the people. His salary is paid by the Congress of the 
United States and he may attend all proceedings and join 
different committees. He may speak on federal issues 
pertaining to the Virgin Islands and vote and chair in 
committees but he is prohibited in voting on the house 
floor. A federal Comptroller from the mainland is 
appointed by the Department of Interior. His duty is 
to maintain surveillance over local use of government 
revenues. The people are prohibited in participating 
in presidential elections on the mainland. The local 
postal system, immigration, Customs, national defense, 
maritime transportation, and civil aviation are con¬ 
trolled by the United States Government. 
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Since the purchase of the islands in 1917 there 
has been a gradual transition from an agricultural 
based economy to tourism. Tourism had its greatest 
influx during the 1960's. In the mid-1940's 37% of the 
Saint Croix labor force were employed in agriculture, 
fishing, or in sugar mills. In 1966 only 280 persons 
or one percent of the work force earned their living 
from agriculture. (U. S. Bureau of Employment Security, 
1968: 62) . 
The late President John F. Kennedy was quoted by 
news media as saying that the United States Virgin 
Islands have potentials of being a "show place of 
democracy." (Daily News, 1981: 1). This description 
has been adopted by the local news media and the Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce in their efforts to bestow praises upon 
the islands and their inhabitants and to entice tourists 
to visit the islands. "American Paradise" is another 
descriptive phrase which is equally used. This slogan 
has become an official inscription on all motor vehicle 
license plates (Payne, 1981: 40). Many residents 
often regard the islands as a microcosm of the United 
States or a "melting pot" because of their multiethnic 
groups. The complete 1980 Census Report had not been. 
released during the time of this writing. However, 
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according to the 1970 census report, there were 21,238 
foreign born people in the United States Virgin Islands 
who were nationals from the following countries: England? 
France; Africa; Denmark; Germany; Spain; Republic of the 
Phillipines; Southwest Asia; China; Japan; Canada; Mexico; 
Cuba; Dominican Republic; Republic of Panama; British 
West Indies; and South America. The total number of 
citizens was 41,140. (U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1970). 
A provisional count conducted by the U. S. Department of 
Commerce (1982) concluded that the total population of 
the United States Virgin Islands in 1980 was 96,569. 
Statement of Problem 
The purpose of this study is to do an ethnographic 
survey of North American Whites hereafter referred to 
as Continentals who are residing on Saint Croix, Virgin 
Islands. This study will encompass economic, political, 
social, and ideological aspects of the group's culture. 
Limitation of Problem 
This study will be focused on Continentals who are 
permanent residents on Saint Croix. Tourists, other 
types of transient people, and other ethnic groups will 
be considered only when it is important to elucidate 
relative points in this study. 
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Significance of Problem 
The four major groups who are inhabitants of Saint 
Croix are the "Native" Virgin Islanders, Blacks from other 
Caribbean islands, Puerto Ricans, and Whites. American 
Whites, relative to other groups concerning population, 
are in a minority but they constitute a viable force in 
the free enterprise system. Scholars and other individuals 
have conducted studies concerning various aspects of the 
lives of the different ethnic and religious groups in the 
United States Virgin Islands, but very few, practically no 
in-depth, studies have been completed pertaining to Whites 
from the United States mainland. An investigation of 
literature pertaining to studies of ethnic groups on other 
Caribbean islands show that Whites have been neglected also. 
In an effort to understand the social, economic, poli- 
tical, and ideological structures within a multiethnic 
society, each of its groups should be considered. The 
investigator believes that this study will contribute to 
the findings of previous studies pertaining to ethnic 
groups in the United States Virgin Islands and facilitate 
a better understanding of their inhabitants. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
For the purpose of this study, the investigator 
made an effort to locate and analyze written materials 
relative to social, economic, and political aspects of 
the various ethnic groups and religious communities in 
the United States Virgin Islands. The majority of the 
studies found were written in a historical context and 
were concerned with the "Native" Virgin Islanders, the 
French on Saint Thomas, members of the Jewish faith on 
Saint Thomas, the Puerto Ricans on Saint Croixj. and West 
Indian Blacks from Eastern Caribbean islands who are 
residing in the United States Virgin Islands. The in¬ 
vestigator was able to locate several contemporary studies 
pertaining to the social and economic aspects of Contin¬ 
entals living in the Virgin Islands. 
Presented below are findings from some of the 
studies in which the investigator believes are of im¬ 
portance to this research project. 
Members of the Jewish Faith 
Paiewonsky (1959) located documents that date the 
first Jewish settlement in Saint Thomas as early as 1665. 
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Jews engaged in enterprises such as small shop keepers, 
peddlers, ship owners, chandlers, brokers, as partici¬ 
pants in the slave trade between Guinea and the Danish 
West Indies, and as businessmen in the trade with Europe 
and the American colonies. Their primary commodities 
were sugar, rum and molasses. The Jewish population 
increased tremendously after 1781 when they were forced 
to leave the Dutch island of Saint Eustatius. They were 
among the merchants on Saint Eustatius who helped to 
supply the American colonies with military supplies 
during the American Revolution. Great Britain protested 
these actions to Holland but to no avail. She subse¬ 
quently declared war against Holland and attacked Saint 
Eustatius in 1781. 
Baa (1954: 116) identified the early members of 
the Jewish faith who immigrated to Saint Thomas as 
Sephardic Jews whose origins were in Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
and Holland. They built a Synagogue in the last decade of 
the Eighteenth Century which became the center of Jewish 
activity for the United States Virgin Islands and the 
British Virgin Islands. 
Saint Thomas experienced an economic depression 
after 1870 which resulted in a large decrease in the 
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Jewish population. According to Campbell (1942: 161-166), 
this decline was a result of many families emigrating to 
other West Indian islands, the United States mainland, 
and "Panama where the construction of the canal was 
stimulating economic activity." During the time of his 
study, Campbell noted that there were approximately 50 
native born Jews on Saint Thomas who constituted "an 
economically privilege group, composed of merchants, 
government officials, or salaried employees of local or 
American companies." Relations with the Black majority 
were friendly. Many of the young people married outside 
of their religious faith and ethnic background because of 
the limited opportunities within the decreased Jewish 
population. 
"Native" Virgin Islanders 
Lewis (1972: 155) says that 
...the term native refers to people 
of mixed African-European ancestry born in 
the islands or of Virgin Islands parents 
in the states. It is not racially ex¬ 
clusive, since it includes the white 
creole group of upper-class 'old* Crucian 
families. The color composition range 
from the white Danish families, most of 
them remaining from the Danish period, 
and white Jewish families, most of them 
descendants of the early Spanish and 
Portuguese refugee groups, through the 
groups of mixed blood, down to the more 
fully Negro proletarian types. 
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United States Virgin Islands society is stratified into 
upper, middle, and lower classes. Originally, the upper 
class consisted of the large land owners but gradually it 
has been joined "by professional men trained in American 
universities." (Lewis, 1972: 157). The middle class 
differs from the lower class according to job status 
rather than income. "It is the public aspect of a job, 
what it involves doing in the public eye that counts 
rather than its monetary or psychological rewards." 
Occupations that are considered within the middle class 
category are "the administrative and secretarial echelons 
of the public services, skilled artisans, graduate nurses, 
social workers, sales people, teachers, and shop 
proprietors." (Lewis, 1972: 159). 
The folklore of the United States Virgin Islands is 
similar to the folklore of other West Indian islands and 
cannot be specified as United States Virgin Islands 
origin but West Indian in general. Lewis traces the 
dialect of the people as derivative of Eighteenth Century 
English which was "traditionally the language of trade 
and primary in the West Indies." (Lewis, 1972: 172). 
Most of the Danes, during their colonization of the 
islands, were bilingual. English was taught as a foreign 
language in the private schools attended by the Danes. 
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Blacks who attended schools established by the Lutheran 
and Moravian Churches and the few public schools were 
taught Danish as a foreign language. The local news¬ 
paper was written in both Danish and English. (Lawaetz, 
1974). Lewis (1972: 172) attributes most material aspects 
of the United States Virgin Islands culture as being 
replicas of the Danish Nordic model. Within this group 
are clothing styles, dance theatre, crafts like cabinet 
making, and architectural styles. The people never 
developed religious songs of local origin because the 
religious life of the people was shaped by European 
missionary efforts which "gave rise to white hymns." 
During the time of his study, Lewis (1972: 175) observed 
that over the last 50 years there has been an Americaniz¬ 
ing of the United States Virgin Islands culture. 
Gerard (Bough, 1970: 156, 158) after carefully 
studying the Virgin Islands society, describes it as 
being plagued by factional disputes, racism, economic 
exploitation, poverty, functional illiteracy, and the 
denial of opportunity to everyone to participate fully 
in the economic and social life. He categorized the 
economic strength of the people into five stratified 
groups. Continentals were placed in the upper tier 
because of their dominance. Their economic power is 
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reflected in their positions as bankers, management 
personnel, corporate executives, real estate agents, 
land developers, manufacturers, lawyers, engineers, 
surveyors, automobile dealers, building suppliers, gift 
shop operators, hotel keepers, and really successful 
restaurant owners. The natives or Puerto Ricans who 
fell within this category were "too few to offer more 
than token participation." Next in line are the educated 
native professionals such as doctors, lawyers, engineers 
and teachers "followed by those natives in highly government 
posts." Gerard describes the fourth economic grouping 
"as that of the middle and low wage earner with a high 
propensity to consume." The great mass of native Blacks 
and Puerto Ricans fall into this grouping. The lowest 
rung on the economic ladder is occupied by Black laborers 
from other Caribbean islands who are in the unskilled and 
domestic trades along with unskilled natives and Puerto 
Ricans . 
Kruvant (1975: 86) in describing the social structure 
of the Virgin Islands during the Danish period, states 
that there was a high correlation between power, wealth 
and whiteness. The upper class consisted of a small White 
ruling class, the middle class was represented by Mulattos, 
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and a great mass of working class Black laborers occupied 
the bottom of the scale. "Mulattos were favored over the 
blacks by the white ruling class. The goal was to divide 
and conquer to guarantee the loyalty of middle class 
mulattos to the white rulers rather than the black 
masses." Folk art based on African forms did not de¬ 
velop in the Virgin Islands due to breaking up of family 
structure, prohibition of African ceremonies and cultural 
events, and establishment of Christianity among the slaves. 
(Kruvant, 1975: 209). Religion was successfully used as 
a principal form of social control. In order to avoid 
the opportunity for Blacks to evolve an independent 
institution, the Churches were not segregated. Thus the 
elite remained in control of the Churches. (Kruvant, 
1975: 210). The traditional elite class began to decline 
due to extension of the right to vote to the masses after 
1936 and the rise of tourism. According to Kruvant (1975: 
274-276) , although the opportunity to vote was extended 
to the masses, 
however, the local ruling class 
remained unchallenged economically 
and even succeeded in preserving 
some of its direct political power 
on St. Croix. Their indirect power 
remained dominant through close 
relations with the local government 
and taking over many important 
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administrative positions. The mode 
of production which was the rise of 
tourism undercut the power of the old 
ruling class in two ways. First was 
the influx of Continental entrepreneurs 
who set up new businesses. These included 
wealthy individuals and giant American 
Corporations. Second was the buying out 
of many existing enterprises and land- 
holding by various Continental interests. 
The author observed that "the waning of local elite power 
corresponds much more closely to economic movements than 
it does to political." 
Green's study reveals why the island of Saint Croix 
never developed a free peasant population. He describes 
the population of the island as an "impoverished prole¬ 
tariat rather than a reasonable self-sufficient peasantry." 
His findings are based on a historical analysis of the 
island and its people during and after slavery. Labor 
controlled regulations which were established after the 
slaves were emancipated in 1848 prevented most of the 
freed slaves from owning land and also denied them access 
to social mobility. (Green, 1972: 8-11). These regulations 
were enforced by the Colonial Councils during that time 
period in order to serve the interests of the Danish planters. 
Their interests involved in perpetuating the social, econo¬ 
mic and political conditions of slavery. This prevented 
the rise of a free Black small land holder class. Green 
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describes the post-slavery history of Saint Croix to 
the present time as "one of large land holding interests 
desperately trying to turn a profit and resident or 
immigrant laborers frustrated in their attempts to gain 
access to land for their private use." (Green, 1972: 18). 
A lack of free-holding peasantry in Saint Croix contri¬ 
butes to the population's dependency on purchasing food¬ 
stuffs and other provisions from foreign suppliers. The 
presence of a class of peasant proprietors in Saint Croix 
might have prevented the rapid take-over of land by outside 
capital. (Green, 1972: 19). Green states that 
Crucian population from at least 1917 
was an unskilled agricultural labor 
force increasingly isolated due to 
population decline, the result of high 
death rates and emigration to the United 
States mainland. The witholding of land 
by a few wealthy families and a government 
corporation, and the loss of that land to 
large, outside, corporate and real estate 
interests after 1945 contributed to the 
powerlessness of the mass of Crucians. 
(Green, 1972: 68). 
A federal Homesteading program was implemented in an 
effort to improve the economic viability of the Virgin 
Islands by providing opportunities for the general popula¬ 
tion to become farmers and land holders . This involved 
breaking up of large land holdings through purchase by 
the government and their distribution to homesteaders. 
(Green, 1972: 76). 
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According to the author, accomplishments of the program 
in general were not impressive. It was hampered by 
the quality of the land that was available. 
On Saint Croix very few of the homestead 
sites were in the more desirable areas 
from the standpoint of soils, rainfall, 
and evaporation rates. Many of the 
initial plots were too small to provide 
adequate incomes. Finally, some of the 
families evidently do not consider farm¬ 
ing a desirable permanent occupation. 
Green states that 
these difficulties in providing adequate 
amounts of useable land to small-holders 
stemmed, in part, from the fact that most 
of the desirable land was owned either by 
a few families or by a sugar corporation 
established and financed by the Federal 
government. (Green, 1972: 76-77). 
As supporting evidence, he cites the 1931 governor's 
Annual Report (1931: 3) which stated that "land in the 
islands is held by a few owners. On St. Thomas 60 percent 
is held by 15 owners. On St. John 80 percent is held by 
12 owners. On St. Croix 70 percent is held by 14 owners." 
In conclusion, Green (1972: 35-36) makes the following 
observations pertaining to Virgin Islanders. They include 
statements concerning a knowledge of their history, con¬ 
flicts in identification, and attitudes toward native 
people of other Caribbean islands. 
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It has been painfully obvious that Virgin 
Islanders have little understanding or 
appreciation of their own history. They 
are all too prone to dismiss the worth and 
integrity of their island culture. Many 
Virgin Islanders are caught in a cruel 
double bind. They are prideful of the 
fact that they are American citizens and 
they believe that this makes them slightly 
superior to other West Indians. They are 
only vaguely aware that in being black they 
are distinctly second class citizens by 
mainland standards. 
They have perpetuated their dependency on 
social welfare services provided by the 
Federal government, services unavailable 
in the British islands, and for this they 
are loudly scorned by many aliens. Virgin 
Islanders own little land in their own 
island whereas many British islanders at 
least claim they have rights in a tiny 
plot somewhere back home. 
Finally, Virgin Islanders were bought, by 
the Americans from the Danes, with all the 
stigma that the notion of purchase in a 
once slave-based society entails. 
So Virgin Islanders sit on the horns of a 
dilemma, uncertain as to whether they are 
Americans or West Indian, neither or both. 
Matthews' (Bough, 1970: 172) study is concerned with 
the lack of awareness among Virgin Islanders of their 
history and also "total silence and even ignorance" of 
important contemporary events that have an affect on 
them. He maintains that this problem is complicated 
by their acceptance without question of United States 
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mainland values and culture as the desired norm. "All 
local progress, whether individual or collective, is 
judged by the mainland model." The problem is further 
compounded by the high standard of living which "is 
seen in the higher number of automobiles, television sets, 
the frequent trips of islanders to the states, and the 
time spent in leisurely pursuits of entertainment and 
relaxation." Matthews (Bough, 1970: 173) recommends 
that as an effort toward solving this problem, Herskovits' 
The Mvth of the Negro Past "should be required reading 
for all Virgin Islanders of high school level." He 
also recommends monographs 
...be prepared on distinguished Virgin 
Islanders like Hamilton Jackson, General 
Buddhoe, or Edward Wilmot Blyden so that 
the younger generation might be able to 
relate the current stage of political 
development to the struggles which have 
been carried out by distinguished Virgin 
Islanders of other decades and other 
centuries. 
Hundreds of Virgin Islanders emigrated to the United 
States mainland during the early years after the transferance 
of the islands. The table below shows the decrease in 
population between November 1, 1917 and April 1, 1930. 
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TABLE 1 
RESULTS OF THE 1930 CENSUS AS COMPARED 




St. Croix 11,413 14,901 
St. Thomas 9,834 10,191 
St. John 765 959 
Total Virgin Islands 22,012 26,051 
Source: Annual Report of the Government 
of the Virgin Islands. St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands, 1930. 
The census shows a decrease of 15.5% in 
the population of the Virgin Islands 
during the period 1 November 1917 to 1 
April 1930. The greatest decrease was 
in the island of St. Croix, 23.4%. St. 
John showed a decrease of 20,2%. The 
island of St. Thomas showed the smallest 
decrease, 3.5%. (Governor, 1930: 10). 
The French Community 
For the purpose of clarity, literature pertaining to 
the French community in Saint Thomas will be sectioned in¬ 
to two categories: early and contemporary. Early studies 
will consist of those that were written during the first 
decade of the Twentieth Century until 1965. These studies 
include the writings of authors such as Guillo, Shaw, 
Pickwood, and an unknown reporter of the Lightbourn1s 
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Annual and Commercial Directory of the Virgin Islands 
of the United States whose initials are "E.K." Contem¬ 
porary studies will consist of authors who made observa¬ 
tions of the French community and reported their findings 
after 1965. 
Early Studies. — The exact date that the French 
arrived at Saint Thomas from the island of Saint Bartho¬ 
lomew is not known. Early writers have fixed the date 
between 1866 and 1871. According to Reverend Father 
Guillo (1921: 13), there were two different occupational 
groups represented, farmers and fishermen, who came from 
two different areas of Saint Bartholomew. The farmers 
settled on the northside of Saint Thomas in the country 
and the fishermen settled in a bay area in the town of 
Saint Thomas called Gallows Bay. The area was later re¬ 
named Carenage because boats were brought into the shore 
area and turned on their sides to be repaired or cleaned. 
Thus, the name Carenage was taken from the word "careen" 
which is the act of placing boats on their sides. (Guillo, 
1921: 4). The French of Saint Bartholomew are descendants 
of immigrants from Normandy. Guillo (1921: 8-9) noted 
that they spoke the Norman French of the Eighteenth 
Century, and immigrated to Saint Thomas to improve 
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themselves economically. Their primary mode of exis¬ 
tence consisted of fishing and selling their fish to 
local buyers. Their principal method of catching fish 
was the use of fish pots. 
Saint Thomaian natives resorted to calling the 
Frenchmen "Cha Chas" which was highly resented by the 
French. Suillo (1921: 6-7) states that the name originat¬ 
ed from the way French vendors pronounced the name of the 
Balahoo fish. Their French accent on the pronounciation 
of the fish appeared to the Saint Thomians as if they 
were saying "Cha-Cha Balahoo." Thus, the people were 
called "Cha-Cha Balahoo" and it was later shortened to 
”Cha- Chas." 
An unknown reporter for the Lightbourn's Annual and 
Commercial Directory of the Virgin Islands of the United 
States (E. K., 1921: 2) observed that illegitimacy and 
crime were very rare among the villagers. He surmised 
that because of the high level of illiteracy among the 
group that education seemed not to have been compulsory 
on Saint Bartholomew. Most of the people were bilingual 
to some extent with the exception of the elderly and recent 
immigrants. Intermarriage seldom took place, and most of 
the French were believers of the Roman Catholic Faith. 
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The children who lived at Carenage attended the Roman 
Catholic parochial school located in the village. (E. K. 
1921: 3-4). 
Shaw's (1934: 136-145) article cites some of the 
means by which the French of Carenage and the Northside 
supplemented their family incomes. The Carenage women 
wove baskets, hats, mats, brooms, and other articles out 
of the local grasses and palms. These items were sold 
to local buyers and tourists (1934: 139). Farming was 
the major occupation for the French who lived on the 
northside of Saint Thomas. They fished only for their 
personal use. Chickens and cows were also supplemental 
sources of food for the Northsiders. Produce from their 
farms would be taken to the local public market in town 
and sold. The principal crops consisted of beans, 
pigeon peas, yams, bananas, cassava, sweet potatoes, 
pumpkins, papayas, tanias, onions, tomatoes, egg plants, 
pepper, okra, turnips, cabbage, and lettuce. (Shaw, 1934: 141). 
The principal tools used to cultivate the land and grow crops 
were the machete and a "heavy mattock-like hoe." Most of 
the land was sloped and covered with stones which made it 
difficult for machine cultivation. 
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Shaw (1934: 142-143) says that most of the French 
houses were built of wood with galvanized roofs. Be¬ 
sides regular sleeping beds, each house contained a 
hammock which would be used by adults and children. 
Meals would be prepared "on the dirt floor of an outside 
kitchen, or resting on three stones just beyond the 
house." Families "almost never congregate at a table 
for a meal, but carry their own bowl or plate around 
with them and help themselves from a common vessel of 
food." (Shaw, 1934: 144). 
Pickwood cited the principal differences between 
the Carenage villagers and the farmers on the northside. 
The two groups differed not only in occupation but in 
dress and social interrelationships as well. (1942: 5, 8). 
The women of Carenage unlike those of the northside wore 
loud colors and broad hats. Both groups would walk bare 
footed around the home but put on shoes when they had to 
go to town. Village life was lacking on the northside. 
The people did not get together after work. They assembled 
only when going to town or on holidays. Women of the 
northside did not produce articles of handiwork as those 
of Carenage. (Pickwood, 1942: 12) . Pickwood (1942: 13-14) 
contends that there was hardly any social distinction among 
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the French. They liked to be identified as poor. Those 
who were wealthier than others affected the same type of 
houses, diet, costumes, and general behavior of those less 
fortunate. Locally, the French were considered at the 
bottom of the social scale. (Pickwood, 1942: 17). 
Important occasions which were celebrated with music 
and drinking were weddings, baptisms, birthdays, and 
Bastille Day. Invited guests included friends, relatives 
in the settlement and local people, but rarely included 
French people from other areas. According to Pickwood 
(1942: 15), "it is here that the wealthy members parade 
their wealth for they spare nothing to give their friends 
an enjoyable time." 
Pickwood (1942: 21) indicated that neither of the 
groups exhibited any folklore or song that could be traced 
back to their ancestors in France. He noted that members 
of the Northside group would patronize the local sorceresses 
when plagued with problems such as crop failures and a loss 
of property "to learn the reasons for their ailments, 
failure and other setbacks and to seek means to combat 
them.” (Pickwood, 1942: 22) . 
Contemporary Studies. — Morill and Dyme collaborat¬ 
ed to conduct a study on the Northside French community in 
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the mid 1960's, and Hendrickson and Highfield completed 
separate studies on the two communities during the 1970's. 
The authors presented data which indicated social and 
economic changes within the French communities. 
Morrill and Dyke (1966: 43) indicated that many North- 
side Frenchmen sold or leased their land to real estate 
speculators and developers when the tourist industry be¬ 
gan in Saint Thomas in the early 1950's. Commercial fish¬ 
ing and farming declined among the Frenchmen because of 
the availability of wage labor created by the tourist 
industry. The French continued to grow crops and fish 
but generally for family consumption. "The chief source 
of income to the Northside community is wage labor." 
Most of the males were unskilled and semi-skilled workers 
and were employed in the building trades. 
Contractors experience some difficulty 
in using French labor in that they don't 
mix well with Negroes and must be segregat¬ 
ed on work crews. The French workers 
show no marked preference for employment 
with continentals or French contractors 
but do not normally work for Negroes. 
French women and well educated men were able to secure 
employment in the business sector as clerks, secretaries, 
sales personnel, and bookkeepers. More females secured 
white-collar jobs than males because of the comparative 
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greater number of high school graduates among females. 
The Northsiders, unlike the French of Carenage, do not 
operate any commercial establishments. (Morrill and Dyke, 
1966: 44). 
Commenting on the educational, religious, marriage, 
and family life of the Northside French, Morrill and Dyke 
(1966: 45) cited the existence of a chapel and parochial 
school in the community which were directed by a priest and 
several nuns. Women and men sit separately at church ser¬ 
vices. The nuns supervise the children who are seated in 
the front of the church. "Adolescents and young adults 
sit in the middle and older persons toward the rear of 
the church." Most of the French children attend the 
Catholic school, and the few who attend the public schools 
experience difficulty in adjusting socially and drop out. 
The father maintains the central figure in the nuclear 
family which is the basic social unit in the community. 
Men control in the training and disci¬ 
pline of children. Very close supervision 
is maintained over adolescent girls. 
Chaperones usually accompany young women 
on all occasions on which they will be 
in the company of young men either single 
or in groups. 
Forty percent of married couples reside near the wife's 
family or kin group. This living arrangement is more 
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preferred than living near the husband's family or kin 
group in which forty percent of the couples do. The re¬ 
maining twenty percent have neolocal arrangements. 
Relations with other communities are limited. With 
the exception of Bastille Day, there is very little con¬ 
tact with the French of Carenage. "Intermarriage between 
Northsiders and the French of Carenage is rare." Accord¬ 
ing to Morrill and DyKe (1966: 46), interracial marriage, 
usually Frenchmen and Black women, is common in the Carenage 
community. Among the Northsiders "contact with Negroes is 
limited as much as possible and is more or less restricted 
to necessary economic relations which are few and unimportant." 
Although American White Continentals are admired for their 
energy and skills, the Northsiders do not try to emulate 
their dress, popular culture, or religious behavior. Econo¬ 
mically, however, they are dependent upon the American White 
Continental population. 
Hendrickson (1979) conducted a study of the two 
French communities during the latter part of the 1970's 
and recorded the following observations: 
(1) The French today are living in modern type 
concrete homes with cooking and plumbing 
facilities and other personal necessities 
located within the house. (1979: 8). 
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(2) There is greater political organization 
among the Northsiders than the French of 
Carenage. A large number of White American 
Continentals have bought land from the 
Northsiders and are living within the 
community. "This infiltration has 
affected the communal solidarity of NFU 
(Northsiders), but it has not destroyed 
it. (1979: 10) . 
(3) The dress costumes of the French are like 
those of everyone else on Saint Thomas. 
(1979: 25). 
(4) Farming and fishing are still practiced 
by the two groups but not as expansive 
as during the early years. Today, the 
women of Carenage no longer weave hats, 
mats, and brooms as articles for sale. 
(1979: 35-36). 
(5) The French population of Carenage is esti¬ 
mated between 500 and 1000 persons. The 
ethnic composition of the village consists 
of French, Afro-Americans, Afro-West Indians 
and Latinos from the Caribbean. The population 
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of the Northside community has been 
penetrated by Whites from the United 
States mainland and affluent Black 
Virgin Islanders. (1979: 79). 
(6) Most of the children attend Catholic School 
and other private parochial schools on 
Saint Thomas. However, there is more 
socializing with other groups outside 
of their communities than there was in 
the past. Many of them go to college on 
the mainland where it is "easier for young 
French to fit in the social and racial 
strata of United States America than they 
could in Saint Thomas." (1979: 79). 
(7) "Elders traditionally live with their 
children in the same yard." They are 
cared for, generally respected, and "exer¬ 
cise a significant degree of authority in 
the family structure and political organiza¬ 
tion of the communities." (1979: 80). 
Highfield (1979: 1) noted that each of the French 
communities spoke a different dialect of French. 
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The Puerto Rican Community 
Senior (1947: 1-2) says that Puerto Rican citizens 
on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques began to migrate 
to Saint Croix in 1927. Most of them came to seek employ¬ 
ment as sugar cane workers because the sugar cane industry 
on Vieques had begun to decline. Originally, the cane 
growers had relied upon Blacks from the British islands, 
but in 1927 the United States government extended the 
immigration laws to include the United States Virgin 
Islands which curtailed the number of non-citizens 
entering Saint Croix. 
Besides the sugar cane industry, Puerto Ricans made 
great economic progress as entrepreneurs in the field of 
food merchandising. According to a survey conducted by 
Senior (1947: 19) and his staff, 65 of the 122 retailers 
of all types were Puerto Ricans and 33 of the licensed 
importers were Puerto Ricans. He estimated that they did 
75 percent of all retail grocery business, and that 3 of 
the importers handled 90 percent of all incoming food 
stuffs. Twelve of the 38 liquor sellers including bars, 
grills, and taverns were owned by Puerto Ricans. Many of 
them took advantage of the homesteading program and bene¬ 
fited greatly. They supplemented their income by herding 
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cattle and growing produce such as sugar cane, plantains, 
yautia, corn, bananas, "batatas," and malangas. (Senior, 
1947: 21) . 
The homestead program was designed to give local 
people an opportunity to farm and to become landowners. 
According to the Governor's Annual Report in 1934: 
Acres of land were secured with Federal 
funds and homesteaded in plots averaging 
6 acres each. Roads were built, drainage 
installed, and the land was plowed for 
the homesteaders, when desired, the amount 
charged to be taken out of the first crop. 
Contracts were made to amortize the pur¬ 
chase price plus 4 percent interest over 
19 annual payments. The homesteaders paid 
$2.50 to $5.00 an acre on an installment 
purchase plan. (Governor, 1934: 18-19). 
Pertaining to marriage, family size, and education, 
Senior (1947: 27) noted that the percentage of consensual 
marriages among Puerto Ricans was 25 percent compared to 
30 percent for "Native" Crucians. In seven and one half 
years, 25 percent of the 118 divorces in Saint Croix were 
Puerto Ricans. Family sizes among Puerto Ricans were 4.3 
people and those of Crucians 4.4 people. Most of the 
Puerto Rican children attended public schools but had a 
high percentage of truancy. School truancy was attributed 
to difficulty in speaking and understanding English, the 
distance the children had to travel to attend school, and 
the use of children to work in the home or on the land. 
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In an effort to determine Crucians attitudes toward 
the newly arrived Puerto Ricans, Senior (1947: 29) inter¬ 
viewed 40 Crucian families and categorized their negative 
attitudes into the following groups: (1) unsanitary 
habits; (2) troublesome behavior; (3) clannishness; 
(4) attempted monopoly of livelihood sources, (5) making 
fortunes which are spent in Puerto Rico; and (6) "white 
superiority" beliefs. He was able to record only one 
positive attitude which was "the Puerto Ricans have 
taught us how to work" or "if it weren't for the Puerto 
Ricans we wouldn't be able to grow cane or raise cattle." 
Senior (1947: 33) tested the "acceptability" of the 
Crucians to the Puerto Ricans by interviewing 81 Puerto 
Rican families and "asking each person to respond in a 
positive fashion to one or more of six statements of 






1. Attendance at same Church 
2. Attendance at same school 
3. Mere acquaintance with whom 
73 
71 




4. Guest in one's home 
5. Business partners 
6. Marriage partners 
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Twenty of the Puerto Rican migrants felt that the Crucians 
attitude toward them was cordial, 48 felt that it was cor¬ 
rect but not friendly, and 13 felt that it was hostile. 
(Senior, 1948: 32) . 
Senior's (1947: 35) survey showed that Puerto Ricans 
hardly participated in formal community organizations. 
There were 10 members of the labor union, one American 
Legion member, and one member of the Boy Scouts. The 
Catholic Church accounted for 69 of the 75 church members. 
Evangelical five and the Pentecostal Church one. Women 
and children were greater church attendants than men. The 
author concluded that the language barrier was a serious 
obstacle to fuller participation in community relations 
with the Crucian people and the "chief source of antagon¬ 
ism" was "economic competition." 
Approximately twenty-five years after Senior's study, 
Lewis (1972: 208) cited that the second generation of 
Puerto Ricans on Saint Croix had "moved into a more 
heterogenous employment pattern." They secured employment 
as cab drivers, plumbers, carpenters, bricklayers, fisher¬ 
men, watch assemblers, teachers, nurses, artisans, small 
traders, technicians, clerical workers, social welfare 
workers, bank clerks, newspaper columnists, commission 
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agents, police, hotel owners, lawyers, store managers, 
public accountants, and Spanish language television 
commentators. He stated that, 
...the history of the Puerto Rican influx 
over the last thirty years or so has wit¬ 
nessed a gradual transition from an initial 
hostility on the part of the Virgin Islands 
host society to a remarkable amicably 
acceptance. (1972: 210). 
He attributes this transition to economic prosperity and 
biological and cultural integration. The two groups be¬ 
gan to learn each other languages by socializing in shops 
and bars, and in the case of children, socialization took 
place in the schools and on the streets. There was also a 
"high level of effective intermarriage." (Lewis, 1972: 
210-211) . 
Non-Citizen Caribbean Blacks 
Blacks from other West Indian islands who immigrate 
to the United States Virgin Islands are referred to locally 
as "Aliens." This term is often used in a very derisive 
manner and is reserved exclusively for Caribbean Blacks 
although there are other foreigners from countries such as 
Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Middle East who reside in the 
United States Virgin Islands. Foreigners who are nationals 
of countries outside of the Caribbean area are referred to 
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by their countries of origin. A study sponsored by the 
College of the Virgin Islands (1968: 14-15), states that 
most of the Caribbean Blacks move to the United States 
Virgin Islands for economic reasons, and are from the 
British islands. The report identified "four major cate¬ 
gories of aliens." They are: 
"Bonded" or Temporary Alien Workers. These 
are the people from a foreign territory who 
are here on work permits. They may remain in 
the islands, on any one visit, for no more than 
six months. The permit is renewable. They 
are permitted in the Islands only if there is 
proof that they are not displacing a native 
worker. The term "bonded" is a misnomer. 
At one time a substantial bond was required 
for aliens, nowadays a $10.00 filing fee 
must be paid by the employer—hftnce, the 
term "bonded aliens." 
Permanent Resident Aliens. These are the 
people who have obtained a resident or 
immigrant visa. They may stay as long as 
they wish. And they are eligible to apply 
for U. S. citizenship after meeting the 
residency requirement of three to five years. 
Illegal Aliens. These are people who come 
into the Virgin Islands without authoriza¬ 
tion—or, are bonded aliens who remain in 
the islands after their legal stay has ended. 
Foreign Students. These are children of 
citizens of another country who are attend¬ 
ing schools in the Virgin Islands. Children 
of bonded aliens, for example, who are attend¬ 
ing school in the Virgin Islands are classified 
as "foreign students." 
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In 1968, bonded "aliens" constituted 30 percent of 
the population. They held 94 percent of the total con¬ 
struction jobs, 59 percent of the service jobs and repre¬ 
sented 5 percent of government workers. The greatest 
number of bonded "aliens" occurred "when the island's 
economy began to blossom following the start of the tourist 
construction boom in the 1950's." The tourist trade 
attracted industrial and commercial investors to the 
United States Virgin Islands. There was a tremendous 
demand for labor specifically in the construction and 
service areas. This entailed the construction of hotels, 
houses, schools, stores, churches and transportation 
facilities in which the limited labor supply of the "Native" 
Virgin Islanders could not supply the demand. Thus, many 
Blacks from other Caribbean islands were employed to meet 
the need. (College of the Virgin Islands, 1968: 15) . 
In citing some of the problems that plague the immi¬ 
grant Black workers, Lewis (1972: 221) says that they are 
relegated to the lowest status on the social and economic 
economic scale. 
His employer is not required to house him. 
He can be arbitrarily farmed out to other 
jobs, especially in construction, or shifted 
to a higher job classification without in¬ 
creased pay. If he objects he can be threaten¬ 
ed with deportation. 
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They are charged very high rent for inadequate living 
quarters, and in order to make payments they are forced 
to take in boarders and sometimes sleep in shifts (Lewis, 
1972: 223). They cannot collect unemployment benefits, 
although unemployment tax is paid by his employer. They 
are required to pay income tax, and although many of them 
send money to support children or other relatives back 
home, they "cannot list them as deductible dependents 
for tax purposes." (Lewis, 1972: 224). 
Feuerzeig (1975: 1) , a staff writer for the Daily 
News, wrote an analysis of the impact that rulings by 
the U. S. Congress and U. S. District Court pertaining 
to non-citizens had on the United States Virgin Islands. 
The U. S. Congress passed a law in 1969 that permitted the 
wives and children of bonded "aliens" to join them. This 
was followed by a ruling issued by the U. S. District 
Court in 1970 that required all children of school age 
to be admitted in the public schools. Thousands of wives 
and children left their homes in various Caribbean islands 
to join their husbands and fathers in the United States 
Virgin Islands. This resulted in a serious shortage of 
low income housing. According to Feuerzeig, in 1975 
"non-citizens comprised 32.2 percent of the school 
population." The educational budget increased from 16.3 
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percent during the 1969 fiscal year to almost 30 percent 
in 1975. "This tremendous increase has caused severe 
cutbacks in essential local services such as health, 
welfare, public safety and other government services." 
Continentals 
As individuals and a group, American Whites are re¬ 
ferred to locally as "Continentals." This term does not 
carry any derogatory or complimentary connotations, but is 
accepted by both Whites and Blacks for the sole purpose of 
group identification. 
Lewis (1972: 193) states that in the 1940's White 
Americans monopolized the top political and administrative 
positions. They held positions as governor, government 
secretary, CCC Directors, municipal doctors, government 
engineers and agency heads. During the time of his 
research, Lewis (1972:195) pointed out that the free enter¬ 
prise system of the United States Virgin Islands was 
virtually controlled by American Whites whereas the political 
sector was dominated by "Native" virgin Islanders. 
Kruvant (1975: 279-282) in describing the interests and 
attitudes of the Continental entrepreneur, observed that he 
"brought a get-rich-quick, highly speculative and aggressive 
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mentality with him to the islands." This get-rich- 
quick outlook brought many entrepreneurs to oppose 
planning of all types such as zoning, conservation, 
building codes, and so forth. To this day the local 
planning department is held up as a paragon of non¬ 
achievement. The new entrepreneurial class also pro¬ 
vided overwhelming support for the most unjust immigra¬ 
tion and labor system in recent United States history, 
the 'bonded alien' system." In regards to the impact 
that tourism has made on the local people, Kruvant ob¬ 
served that it was responsible for improvements in 
living standards for the masses, but it has 
...directly caused a loss of economic 
control, traditional prerequisites 
such as free beach rights, erosion of 
numerical preponderance cultural im¬ 
perialism and unwanted changes in what 
are seen as the 'good old ways' and the 
growth of crime, racism and other social 
diseases. 
A section of Kruvant’s (1975: 286) study compares 
attitudes of the Danes during their colonization of the 
islands with those of the present American Continentals 
in regards to class position and skin color. He states 
that the Danes considered a "white" and a "near white" as 
upper class, a mulatto as middle class, and a "native 
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black" as proletariat. "The Continental form of race 
classification would see a 'white' upper class, such as 
old Danish system except now the upper class was Contin¬ 
ental not native, and truly more Caucasian." To the 
Continental, the Black working class is the same as in 
the Danish regime except now the Black working class con¬ 
sists increasingly of more people from other Caribbean 
islands. The Continental sees the middle class somewhat 
different. The Mulattos and the Blacks "would all look 
alike to the Continental" in the Danish regime "dark- 
skinned" natives would not be a part of this group. 
Kruvant (1975: 334-335) described barriers that 
contribute toward the social separation of native Virgin 
Islanders and Continentals. According to Kruvant the 
following obstacles are prevalent: 
Many traits contained by Continentals 
and natives that make real integration 
impossible and segregation more preva¬ 
lent. Most come from the Continental 
personality. First, there is little genuine 
interest in integration on the part of Contin¬ 
entals because true integration would mean 
giving up some very important attitudes; 
especially racism and the deep conviction 
that mainland ways of doing things are 
superior to all other ways. This is seen 
in transference of the entire suburban 
American lifestyle complete with car pools, 
P. T. A., development housing and highly 
organized participant sports to the islands. 
46 
Racism exists also class exclusiveness. 
On the native side this includes the 
upper classes convictions that there is 
little to be gained through social inter¬ 
course with the newcomers. While on the 
Continental side the majority are more 
bourgeoise, higher income and more highly 
educated than the native middle class which 
adds to the gulf between them. 
Kruvant (1975: 336) considers most native Virgin Islan¬ 
ders as being conservative and reserve in comparison to the 
general flashiness and agressiveness of many Continentals. 
These traits along with the informality of Continentals, 
which is interpreted as a lack of manners, are considered 
barriers to friendship. He admits the difficulty in de¬ 
termining how much of segregation is due to class or race 
but residential, educational, social and economic segre¬ 
gation are clearly increasing. 
In summation, Kruvant (1975: 286-287) describes class 
position in the Virgin Islands as 
...a white and near white upper class, 
setting itself apart by means of wealth, 
skin color and culture; a highly exploited 
black working class with a few ties to any 
other class (before because of slavery and 
its legacy, now because of foreigners); and 
a middle class cut off from the elite by 
race and riches and from the working class 
by economic position, political influence 
and cultural chauvanism. (There is no love 
lost between the black native and the black 
alien. 
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Gibson's study is specifically concerned with the 
island of Saint Croix, she noted that a few Continental 
Americans were residents of the Virgin Islands since 1917 
and the population increased tremendously during the 1960's 
when tourism and industry made their greatest inroads. 
During the 1960's many business people were attracted to 
the islands by the local government's offers of tax in¬ 
centives and quick profits. Among this group were American 
industrialists and speculators, hotel and restaurant owners, 
entrepreneurs opening duty-free gift and liquor shops, 
contractors, real estate agents, bankers, teachers and 
technicians to work at the two giant oil and aluminum 
industries. Shopping centers were developed as well as 
supermarkets, bowling alleys, back home branch banks, and 
franchise restaurants such as Kentucky Fried and McDonald. 
The author inferred that continental entrepreneurs and 
professionals segregated themselves residentially from the 
native population by building "expensive well landscaped 
houses in the hills or in exclusive neighborhoods built 
around a golf club or private yatch club." Condominiums 
were also built on the shore front of the ocean. Trailer 
homes were built within the Hess Oil refinery compound for 
many of its workers. Gibson states that ''Hess is reminis¬ 
cent of an overseas military base where housing size and 
location are tied to rank and where fences and guards 
protect Americans from natives." (Gibson, 1976: 87-88). 
Commenting on the social relationships between the 
Continentals and the native people, Gibson (1976: 90) 
observed that Crucians were sensitive to the fact that 
Continentals "never do assimilate." The attitudes and 
behavior of the Continentals, which always remind the 
Crucians that they are different, present a barrier 
between the two groups. 
Continental casualness with regard to 
dress and manners and pushiness with 
regard to work are quite distasteful 
to the average Crucian, and frequently 
misunderstood by those least Americanized. 
Some Continentals do try and a few succeed in becoming a 
part of the community. She observed that Continentals are 
accepted and respected when they demonstrate a genuine 
concern for the community by getting involved and making 
a contribution. Hostility and mistrust emerge between 
the two groups when the Continental tries to change things 
or to do things the American way. The author concludes 
by stating that the: 
Continentals want to be accepted; indeed they 
find it discomforting to be treated as out¬ 
siders. On the one hand, they assume that 
moving to St. Croix should be like moving 
anywhere else in the United States and that 
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they should be judged by their exper¬ 
tise and training and willingness to 
get involved, rather than by their 
place of birth. But at the same time, 
Continentals always communicate a sense 
of superiority, and unalterable conviction 
that their way is best. And, as Lewis 
(1972: 188) notes, they always 'remain, 
in their own eyes, Americans living abroad. 
Unlike the Down Islanders who are culturally 
similar to begin with, or the Puerto Ricans 
who, over the years, have become culturally 
assimilated, and, more recently, structurally 
assimilated too, the Continentals remain 
apart both culturally and structurally (Gibson, 
1976: 91-92). 
The theme of McFerson's study states that the influx 
of Continentals to the Virgin Islands has contributed to 
changes in the structure of race relations with genotypic 
considerations rather than class or phenotypic, becoming 
a primary basis of social distinction, she examined the 
racial, political, and societal structures in the Virgin 
Islands in order to develop her thesis. According to 
McFerson (1975: 24) , "the racial tradition of a colonial 
power is a primary determinant of whether the socioracial 
classification of the indigenous society is based on 
genotype (ancestry), phenotype (appearance) or cultural 
criteria." Similar to Kruvant, she compared the racial 
tradition of America, which emphasizes genotypic criteria, 
to that of the Danes which is based on phenotypic and 
50 
cultural criteria. The Mulatto is classified as a "Negro" 
under the American racial tradition. The Danes recognize 
a distinct Mulatto group based in terms of shade gradients 
and culture. 
European racial traditions in the 
Caribbean have often recognized a three¬ 
tiered socioracial structure of whites, 
mulattos and blacks. In this tradition 
both ascriptive criteria (such as pheno¬ 
type) and achievement based based criteria 
(such as economic standing and cultural 
orientation) determines individual and 
group status as well as opportunity 
chances (McFerson, 1975: 27). 
In a section of her study entitled "Pragmatic Material¬ 
ism and the American Racial Tradition," McFerson (1975: 34, 
36, 37) analyzes America's colonial policy in her territories. 
She contends that it emphasizes "pragmatic materialism — or 
the material uplift of the colonized." It is possible that 
American colonial thinking conforms in a great extent with 
the American racial tradition. 
Nonwhites have been considered neither capable 
of coping with rapid political change, nor 
politically mature enough to govern themselves, 
nor to be incorporated into the national 
political structure through the granting 
of statehood. Hence, starting with popular 
and unofficial American opinion of the late 
80th Century, the belief has persisted to 
this day that nonwhites in newly acquired 
territories would prove more responsive 
to material gain rather than political 
development such as rapid change in 
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constitutional status, devolution of 
political power, self-determination and 
territorial autonomy or independence. 
She maintains that after 1898 officials who are responsible 
for formulating American policy have been greatly influenced 
by the "progressive pragmatic" approach of Booker T. Washing¬ 
ton. This was outlined by Booker T. Washington in 1895 and 
has been labeled as the "Atlanta Compromise." He enphasized 
manual—technical education and material uplift of Black 
people and gave hardly any emphasis to political aspirations. 
McFerson states that the policy makers and implementers tend 
to measure success in terms of road-building, engineering 
and sanitation programs, raising health standards, reducing 
mortality rather than increased self-determination, terri¬ 
torial autonomy or incorporation into the national structure 
In the absence of a policy ultimately 
leading to the devolution of political 
power, therefore, the federal govern¬ 
ment has encouraged a symbiotic relation¬ 
ship between the local people and private 
industry through the exportation of 
American capital. 
McFerson (1975: 104) attributes pragmatic material¬ 
ism as being responsible for much more Continentals being 
involved in politics in the United States Virgin Islands 
than elsewhere in the Caribbean. She cites Ron Delugo 
as an example, a Continental, who is the Virgin Islands 
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Representative to Congress. During election his opposition 
to this position was Victor Schneider, a Black, whose 
vote total was 3,945 compared to Delugo's 10,570. The 
author views this as a consequence of the American racial 
tradition. It is possible that the voters realize that 
"Delugo has greater access to the sources of power and 
material benefits than would a black in a similar position." 
In reference to the current socio-economic and racial 
structure of the Virgin Islands, McFerson (1975: 125) rates 
Continentals high, in terms of status, on account of race, 
income, occupation and education. They are dominant in 
tourist related enterprises such as gift shops, guest 
houses, restaurants, bars, real estate agencies, and 
transport services. "The family structure of the white 
community is as varied as the membership itself; life-styles 
run the gamut from the nuclear family to retired couples, 
single men and women and even homosexual couples." (Mc¬ 
Ferson, 1975: 128). The author noted that most Continentals 
are endogamous and it accounts for the relatively high 
number of Continental children attending private schools. 
She says that this "can be inferred to partly reflect 
parental concern with the potential of interracial dating 
and social contact." (McFerson, 1975: 128). Many 
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Continentals hold sterotype attitudes of the local 
Blacks. "A widespread view is that natives are lazy, 
refuse to work and that they look to the United States 
government for handouts." (McFerson, 1975: 131). There 
is tension between Continentals and local Blacks in 
reference to land ownership. According to McFerson, 
...whites constitute one-quarter of the 
population but own more than half of the 
land, whose prices have been recently 
skyrocketing. Belief is widespread among 
the native community, too, that whites (both 
Continentals and native) will not sell land 
to Blacks. Issue of public beaches is a 
volatile bone of contention. 
Most of the natives cannot afford the land prices and much 
of the property is held by speculators. (McFerson, 1975: 132, 
133) . Commenting on the crime situation in the Virgin 
Islands, McFerson (1975: 134) refers to an article which 
appeared in the San Juan Star newspaper in which many 
Continentals expressed the view that what the islands, 
particularly Saint Croix, need is 300 "tough Southern Cops." 
"Others are demanding that a sufficient number of whites be 
brought onto the island police force in order to reflect 
the composition of the white population." 
In concluding her study, McFerson (1975: 151,153) 
contends that, 
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...the superimposition of the American 
racial tradition on the Danish tradition 
has resulted in a more rigid socioracial 
structure. As a result of the change in 
socioracial status, the upper-class blacks 
(near whites) have withdrawn from inter¬ 
racial social contact with whites in general 
but particularly with white Americans. 
Attitudes toward white Americans are 
generally negative. 
CHAPTER III 
PRESENTATION OF DATA 
Data Collection 
An effort was made to attain data pertaining to 
different aspects of the problem under investigation 
through observation, personal interviews, and reliable 
documents from public and private sectors on the island. 
Sources of written documents and oral information were: 
Public and private libraries; Private associations; 
Fraternal organizations; Department of Education; De¬ 
partment of Public Safety; Department of Social Welfare; 
Department of Health; Department of Conservation and 
Cultural Affairs; Department of Public Works; Department 
of Commerce; Department of Finance; Chamber of Commerce; 
Department of Labor; Political organizations; Virgin 
Islands Legislature; Small Business Administration; College 
of the Virgin Islands; Board of Elections; and Department 
of Immigration. 
Accuracy, Reliability, and Validity of the Data. — The 
investigator attempted to obtain primary sources in his efforts 
to attain pertinent written information concerning the problem. 
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In the event that primary sources were not available 
secondary sources were utilized. All written documents 
were critized externally and internally in order to 
determine their credibility and authenticity. According 
to Van Dalen (1966: 184) "external criticism is concerned 
with establishing the time, place, and authorship of the 
document and restoring the original form and language 
employed by the author" and "...internal criticism is 
concerned with ascertaining the meaning and trustworthiness 
of the data within the document." 
External Criticism of Data. — Whenever Possible» the 
investigator relied upon witnesses and the writers' signatures 
in order to identify the authors of the articles. The year, 
place, and truthfulness of the statements were verified 
either through witnesses or other documents. 
Internal Criticism of Data. — The meaning of each 
word and statement and their trustworthiness were questioned. 
"Many words in older documents do not mean the same thing 
today that they did in earlier times." (Van Dalen, 1966: 184). 
If there were problems in understanding words, the Shorter 
Oxford English Dictionary On Historical Principles by Little 
and Onions was consulted. Whenever possible, credibility 
of the authors of pertinent materials selected for this 
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study was determined by employing the following procedures 
recommended by Van Dalen: 
1. Ask other authorities in a similar profession 
whether the author was "...accepted as a com¬ 
petent and reliable reporter." 
2. Read his material carefully and ask eye wit¬ 
nesses whether he reported on "...direct ob¬ 
servation, hearsay or borrowed source material." 
3. Check the date of the material and determine 
whether it was written "...at the time of ob¬ 
servation or weeks or years later." 
4. Read the material carefully and ask people who 
know the author whether he had biases concerning 
"...any activity that influenced his writings." 
5. Check his writings to see if he "...contradict¬ 
ed himself." (Van Dalen, 1966: 185). 
Criticism of Informants. — Credibility of the 
interviewee was checked by employing the following measures 
1. The training, background, and professional 
qualifications of each informant were ascertained. 
2. Each person was asked whether he was in a posi¬ 
tion to observe the events that he reported. 
Information from each informant was corro¬ 




The participant observation technique was employed 
for this research. This involved direct observation, 
participation, interviewing informants, and analyzing 
relative documents from different source areas. Field 
notes were recorded and later analyzed, interpreted and 
written in a descriptive manner. The investigator was 
aware of the possibility of reactivity from the group 
that was being studied. Efforts were made to avoid 
conditions that would cause the subjects to alternate 
their normal behavior. 
CHAPTER IV 
CONTINENTALS ON SAINT CROIX AND THEIR 
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
A brief historical analysis of events that led to 
the purchase of the Danish Caribbean islands by the United 
States is outlined below. The investigator believes that 
such an analysis is important toward developing a broader 
insight on the topic under investigation. 
Saint Croix, unlike Saint Thomas and Saint John, 
has been ruled by seven different colonial powers at 
various periods throughout its recorded history. Its 
history extends over a period of 489 years in which a 
succession of European countries, terminating with the 
United States, have colonized the territory. The Spaniards 
claimed the island in 1493 but never settled there permanent¬ 
ly. The first settlers were the English and Dutch in 1625. 
A dispute between the English and Dutch led to the Dutch 
leaving the island and settling on Saint Martin and Saint 
Eustatius. In 1650 the Spaniards sent ships from Puerto 
Rico with enough men to defeat the English and reclaim 
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the island. Their conquest did not last long because they 
were successfully defeated by the French who "were expand¬ 
ing colonies in the Caribbean and decided to take Saint 
Croix for France." Problems concerning economic hardships 
and poor health of the colonists influenced King Louis XIV 
to eventually turn the jurisdiction of the island over to 
the Knights of Malta. The French West India Company pur¬ 
chased the island from the Knights of Malta after they had 
governed for twelve years. King Louis XIV dissolved the 
West India Company in 1674, reclaimed Saint Croix, and 
consequently sold it in 1733 to the Danes. (Jarvis, 1938: 
25-31) . 
Prior to purchasing Saint Croix, the Danes had settled Saint 
Thomas as early as 1672. They bought Saint Croix with the in¬ 
tention of expanding their plantation economy. Unable to meet 
labor demands with indentured workers, the Danes turned 
toward slave labor as early as 1674. King Christian V of 
Denmark established two forts, Fort Fredericksburg and 
Fort Christianburg, on the "Gold Coast" of Africa for the 
purpose of buying and selling slaves. (Knox, 1852: 54). 
The total number of slaves in Saint Croix in 1755 was 
8,897. In 1846, two years before emancipation, the total 
number almost doubled to 16,706. (Dookan, 1974, 148). A 
slave revolt in Saint Croix in 1848 was a major contributor 
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to the immediate emancipation of slavery in the Danish 
Caribbean islands. The revolt was led by Moses "General 
Bordeaux" Gottlieb a native of St. Kitts." /Saint 
Christopher;/ (Hill, 1971: 21-24) . In an effort to avoid 
total destruction of property and the taking of lives, the 
appointed governor, Governor Peter von Scholten, drew up 
proclamations of emancipation which declared freedom for 
all slaves. The planters or estate owners who represented 
the ruling class sought methods of keeping the freed slaves 
tied to the plantations in subservient positions. In 1849, 
one year after the slave revolt, government officials in 
collaboration with the planters drew up a list of labor 
regulations which later became known as the Labor Act. 
(Knox, 1852: 248-255). The Labor Act was not only de- 
stigned to keep ex-slaves tied to subservient positions 
as low wage earners on the estates but also to prohibit 
any social mobility on their part. "The black people, who 
were 'promoted' from slaves to 'Danish subjects' remained 
a landless proletariat still dependent upon the white 
colonist for economic survival." (Hill, 1971: 47). The 
Labor Act was abolished in 1879 as a consequence of a riot 
by the workers that took place on the western end of Saint 
Croix in 1878. The workers' demands for higher wages and 
62 
houses were denied by the planters. In retaliation, 
they looted and destroyed many of the estates. The 
heroine of the rebellion was Mary "Queen Mary" Thomas. 
"The Danes had to call for assistance from a French ship 
of war, a United States ship of war, and other help from 
St. Thomas and Puerto Rico in order to subdue the enraged 
blacks." (Hill, 1971: 48-49). An 1878 edition of The 
Avis reported that the major demand of the workers was an 
increase in wages. The riot took place on the Western end 
of the island. One person lost his life, two people were 
beaten, buildings were burned which included houses, schools, 
one factory, one weigh-house, and 46 of the 82 estates were 
destroyed. (The Avis, 1878: 2). The Danes subsequently 
began to experience a retraction in the exploitative 
economic system that they had imposed in their Caribbean 
islands. The system was characterized by absentee land¬ 
lords, indentured servants, slave labor, a highly stratified 
class system, racism, and the socio-economic repression of 
wage workers. After many years of negotiation, the economic 
decline of the Danish Caribbean islands and the territorial 
expansionist program of the United States during the latter 
part of the 19th Century led to the selling and purchasing 
of the islands. 
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The People 
A recently released provisional count from the 1980 
Census of Population and Housing revealed that Saint Croix 
has 49,725 residents living in 16,893 households. The 
island shows an average of about 592 people per square 
mile. (U. S. Department of Commerce, 1982). An ethnic 
breakdown of the composition of the total population for 
1980 has not been released. In 1950 there were 681 "whites" 
residing on Saint Croix out of a total population of 12,103 
people. (U. S. Department of Commerce, 1950). In 1960 
the number of "whites" increased to 2,353 people and the 
total population increased to 14,937 people. (U. S. Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce, 1960). The total population in 1970 
doubled to more than 31,799 people and the number of "whites", 
including other mainland ethnic groups, increased to 4,047.* 
The two major languages in Saint Croix are English 
and Spanish. Continentals, who are basically English speak¬ 
ing people, do not experience any difficulty in communicating 
with the local population because English is recognized as 
the official language and most of the people of Hispanic 
background are bilingual. 
There are various personal reasons which explain the 
migration of many Continentals to Saint Croix. However, 
most of them moved to the island for purposes of retire¬ 
ment and economic improvement. The greatest influx of 
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Continental immigrants to the Virgin Islands was during 
the 1960's when Ralph Paiewonsky was Governor of the 
United States Virgin Islands. The table below shows the 
trend in population increase of "whites"in the Virgin 
Islands. The years between 1960 and 1970 indicate the 
largest influx of migrants relative to previous years. 
TABLE 2 




1917 1,922 7.4 
1930 2,010 9.1 
1940 2,236 9.0 
1950 2,945 11.0 
1960 5,373 16.7 
1970 11,339 18.1 
Sources: (1) U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau 
of the Census. Census of the Population: 
1950. Vol. 2, Territories and Possessions. 
(2) U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau 
of the Census. Census of Population: 
1960. Vol. 1, Outlying Areas. 
U. S . Department of Commerce. Bureau 
of the Census. Census of Population: 
1970. Vol. 1, Outlying Areas♦ 
(3) 
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A major contributor to this great influx in the 1960's 
was decisions made by government officials pertaining to 
the production of sugarcane in Saint Croix. Sugarcane 
production was the major source of employment and income 
for Crucians during Danish and subsequently United States 
rule up to the early 1960's. During Paiewonsky's term as 
Governor, it was decided that sugarcane had become too 
unprofitable and the United States Government was no long¬ 
er going to subsidize sugarcane and sugar production. 
Thus, Saint Croix had to move from sugar into something 
else, and the move was into heavy industry and a re-emphasis 
on tourism. Prior to being elected Governor, Paiewonsky 
was and still remains an astute businessman in Saint Thomas. 
He used a business-like approach toward governmental affairs 
during his two terms as Governor. He collaborated with Earle 
B. Ottley, President of the legislature, and updated incentive 
legislation which led to an attractive industrial incentive 
program in the United States Virgin Islands. This program 
*The ethnic characteristics table in the 1970 Census varied 
from previous Censuses. It did not give a breakdown of the 
population number for "whites" on each island per se, but 
generalized them in a category labeled "Born in United 
States." 
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provided for tax exemptions, industrial subsidies, and 
duty-free exports to the mainland for any entrepreneur who 
could meet certain basic requirements. (Industrial 
Development Program, 1975: 1-3). The program was 
patterned after the Puerto Rican model. (Gerard, 1982). 
The Puerto Rican model as it was pro¬ 
moted by its earliest advocates such as 
West Indian economist, Sir Arthur. Lewis, 
aimed at opening up the Caribbean economy 
to metropolitan investors for three 
reasons: first, to create 420,000 jobs 
for the unemployed work force; second, 
to shift the burden of employment away 
from the traditional agricultural, mining, 
or public service sectors of the economy; 
and third, to promote a local entrepreneur- 
ship that Sir Arthur Lewis argued would 
develop because 'the local people would have 
learnt the job, built up their own savings, 
and in one or two generations, go right in.' 
(McDonald, 1971: 138-139). 
Physical Environment 
Saint Croix is approximately 95 miles south-southeast 
of San Juan, Puerto Rico, 40 miles south-southwest of Saint 
Thomas, 1,400 miles southeast of New York, and 1,000 miles 
east of Key West Florida. It lies between latitude 17°41' 
and 17°46' north of the equator and between longitude 
64°34' and 64°54' west of the prime meridian. It is about 
21* miles long and 6 miles wide at the center and has an 
area of 84 square miles (Cederstorm, 1950: 3). The town 
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of Frederiksted, with a population of 1,046, is located 
on the west end of the island, and Christiansted, with a 
population of 2,904, is situated on the eastern part of 
the island. (U. S. Department of Commerce, 1982). The 
island is elongated in form. A mountainous area, flanked 
on the south by a rolling plain, is located on the north¬ 
western part of the island. On the western end near Fre¬ 
deriksted a lowland surface borders the sea. The lowland 
is wider in the central part of the island and is characteri¬ 
zed by rounded hills. West of Christiansted the lowland is 
submountainous and is characterized by high hills and 
elongated ridges. Mount Eagle which is 1,165 feet above 
sea level and Blue Mountain which rises above 1,090 feet, 
are the highest peaks on the island. (Cederstorm, 1950, 
4-5) . 
The climate in Saint Croix is considered maritime 
tropical and is one of the most equable in the world. The 
highest temperatures are in August and the lowest are in 
January or February. The island has an average temperature 
*Other sources vary on the length and size of Saint Croix. 
They list Saint Croix as 22 miles long and it comprises an 
area of 82 square miles. 
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of 78° Farenheit. During the warmest months, the highest 
average daytime temperature is about 87° Farenheit. 
o o 
During hot spells the temperature exceeds 88 or 90 
Farenheit for several days in succession. During the 
coldest months, the highest temperature is generally in 
the low 80's, and the lowest in the high 60's or low 70's. 
(U. S. Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation 
Service, 1970, 73). 
Saint Croix has no useable minerals but it is com¬ 
prised of a wide variety of soils. Most productive soils 
are located chiefly in the South-western and central 
sections of the island. The soils located in the high¬ 
land and eastern sections are less productive but can be 
used for pasture, woodland or wild-life purposes. Pro¬ 
blems which limit the productivity of the soil are 
erosion, lack of rainfall, and the low moisture holding 
capacity of the soils. (Dookan, 1974: 5). 
The average rainfall of the island is 46.34 inches. 
(Cederstorm, 1950: 1). Quite often, there are periods 
of severe droughts and heavy rainfalls. The dry season 
generally includes February, March, April and less often 
June, however, it may begin and end in any month. "In 
some years December and January are included." (Bowden, 
1970: 54). There are no rivers or large lakes on the 
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island. The water needs of the people are met by 
collecting rain water in cisterns, wells, a desalinsa- 
tion plant that converts sea water into potable water, 
and a governmental managed potable water system. 
Saint Croix has a variety of wild and domesticated 
plants. Among the plants that are indigenous to the 
island are corn, cacao, tobacco, cotton, squash, bean, 
pepper, cassava, arrowroot, sweet potato, sugar apple, 
custard apple, mamee, sour-sop, coconuts, grapes, cashew, 
and papaya. Indigenous trees include the silk-cotton, 
lignum vitae, fristic, white cedar, mahogany, balato, 
mahoe, genipa, bay rum, and machineel. Plants introduced 
to the island by early settlers include sugar cane, bread¬ 
fruit, jackfruit, several varieties of citrus fruits, star- 
apple, okra, sorrel, tamarind, mango, and the plantain. 
(Dookan, 1974: 10-11). Wild animals on Saint Croix in¬ 
clude deer, mongooses, rats toads, frogs, mice, lizards, 
and iguanas. The bats, lizards, iguanas, toads, and 
frogs are indigenous to the island. Another indigenous 
animal but is now extinct is the agouti. The agouti 
was large rodent mammal. (Seaman, 1961: 1-10). Domestic 
animals which were introduced by European settlers in¬ 
clude goats, sheep, cattle, horses, pigs, chickens, 
rabbits, ducks, peacocks, and pets such as dogs and cats. 
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Summary 
Prior to United States rule, Saint Croix was coloniz¬ 
ed at different periods by various European countries. 
The Danes and other European countries considered the 
island as a strategic area to grow tropical produce for 
the mother country and establish linkages with other 
Caribbean islands. This resulted in overseas expansion 
of Metropolitan rule which was in accord with the mercan¬ 
tilist and capitalist ideologies that were prevalent in 
Europe during this time period. A majority of the local 
natives are descendants of African slaves who were trans¬ 
ported to the island and used as a source of cheap labor¬ 
ers for the plantation based economy established by 
Europeans. Under United States rule, Saint Croix has 
changed from an economy based on agriculture to tourism 
and industry. Since the United States purchased the 
island in 1917, there has been a gradual increase in the 
number of expatriates from the mainland. A few Continentals 
from the United States mainland lived in Saint Croix under 
the Danish regime. The greatest number of Continentals 
moved to the island in the 1960's. Two of the chief 
reasons they immigrated to the islands were for the 
purposes of retirement and to engage in lucrative enter¬ 
prises that were made possible by a tax incentive program. 
CHAPTER V 
SOURCES OF INCOME 
Before discussing the various sources in which Conti¬ 
nentals derive their incomes, a brief description of the 
Virgin Islands economy is in order. Gibson (1976: 36-37) 
cites a survey conducted by the World Bank in 1972 in which 
it was concluded that the Virgin Islands enjoys the highest 
per capita income of any of the Caribbean islands. Al¬ 
though the islands do not have any local raw materials, the 
seemingly prosperity is the result of an economy based upon 
tourism, tourist related enterprises, governmental jobs, 
and light and heavy industry. According to Deutermann 
(1982), there are no official figures on what the per 
capita GNP is. However, most people are cognizant of the 
inequitable share of wealth among the majority of the 
people in which weekly wages range from a low of $147.11 for 
hotel employees to a top annual income of $47,000 for govern¬ 
mental workers, and much more for many of those who are in 
the professional and managerial classes of the private 
sector. The cost of living, relative to other Caribbean 
islands and the United States mainland, is very high. 
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High cost of living is attributed to the need to import 
almost everything needed by individuals. This includes 
the bulk of the food, clothes, household goods, con¬ 
struction materials, automobiles, and other basic necessi¬ 
ties. Shipping charges and the handling of these items 
by middlemen contribute to the high consumer cost. A 
survey by the Virgin Islands Department of Labor's Bureau 
of Labor Statistics in December 1981 revealed that food 
prices in the Virgin Islands were 45 percent higher than 
those in Washington, D. C. and 52 percent above Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania. (San Juan Star, 1982: 11). Other factors 
that contribute to high cost of living are high real 
estate and electric power prices. Real estate prices 
have increased tremendously since the great inroads made 
by trade, commerce and industry in the islands. Hill 
(1971: 114) pointed out that land which was assessed as 
low as $25 an acre in the 1940's sold from $7,500 to 
$20,000 an acre in 1970. Today, land prices vary accord¬ 
ing to location. There are areas in which land can be 
purchased as low as $9,000 and $10,000 an acre. The 
following advertisement that appeared in the winter/spring 
edition of a Saint Croix Real Estate Journal (1982: 1) 
illustrates the extreme in land prices. 
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WATERFRONT HOMESITES 
Turner's Hole, 3/4 acre,, zoned 
R-3 $80,000. Judith's Fancy, over 
1 acre, $45,000. Near Yacht Club, 
East End, 3/4 acre, $65,000. Judith's 
Fancy, hillside, 3/4 acre, $35,000. 
Grapetree Beach area, half acre, $35,000. 
Cane Bay area, 3 lots, 0.4 acre, each 
$20,000. 
The rates charged for electric power are higher than any 
other Caribbean island, all of the mainland states and are 
considered among the highest in the world. (McFarland, 
1982) . 
The large gap between incomes of the needy and those 
who financially are better off and the high cost of living 
are greatly reflected in the number of people who need 
"public assistance" and those who are on food stamps. The 
total number of people that need "public assistance is 
1,534 adults and 2,723 children. The total number that 
relies on food stamps is 32,042. These figures are repre¬ 
sented of all three islands. Of these total figures, Saint 
Croix has 680 adults and 1,268 children who need "public 
assistance," and 18,464 people who are on food stamps. 
(Brown, 1982). 
Table Three shows that in 1980 the population was 
95,930 and that the labor force consisted of 42,345 
which represented 44 percent of the total population. The 
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unemployment rate was 6.1 percent which resulted in an 
actual employed labor force of 39,770. Of the total 
employed, 26,330 were in the private sector, 12,790 
were employed by the Territorial Government and 650 were 
employed by the Federal Government. 
TABLE 3 
BASIC ECONOMIC PARAMETERS, 1980 
Population 95,930 
Labor Force 42,345 
Employment 39,770 
Private 26,330 
Territorial Government 12,790 
Federal Government 650 
Unemployed Rates 6.1 
Source: Annual Economic Review. United States Virgin 
Islands, 1980. 
Table Four indicates the total number and percent¬ 
age of workers employed in various industries. The 
Territorial Government, Federal Government and tourism 
employed nearly 60 percent of all those employed. 
Table Five shows sources of Government revenues and 
the impact that revenues from tourist-related industries 
and mainland-owned corporations or businesses have on 
the total budget. 
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TABLE 4 
UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS EMPLOYMENT AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT BY 
MAJOR INDUSTRY SECTOR, 1980 
Industry Number Employed 
Percentage oJ 
Labor Force 
Tourism 10,210 25.7 
Construction 3,160 8.0 
Manufacturing 3,240 8.0 
Local Transportation and 
Utility 1,400 3.5 
Local Trade 3,670 9.3 
Finance, Insurance 
and Real Estate 1,520 3.8 
Local Services 3,130 7.9 
Total Private Sector 26,330 
Government 13,440 33.8 
Source: Annual Economic Review. United States Virgin 
Islands, 1980 
TABLE 5 
TAXES AND GOVERNMENT (F/Y) ($000) JULY, 1981 
Total Operating Budget 174,076 
Individual Income Taxes 70,202 
Corporate Income Taxes 30,810 
Real Property Taxes 
United States Customs 
12,100 
(Net to Virgin Islands) 8,428 
Rum Excise Taxes 
(Returned to Virgin Islands) 36,150 
Gross Receipt Taxes 21,756 
Trade and Excise Taxes 7,838 
Other Taxes 4,444 
Source: Department of Commerce, Office of Policy Planning 




Continentals are represented in a variety of income 
producing areas of the Saint Croix economy. This includes 
ownership and management of businesses, technicians, 
lawyers, teachers, architects, consultants, realtors, 
policemen, postal workers, accountants, appraisers, 
physicians, nurses, contractors, funeral directors, 
jewelers, plumbers, electricians, pastors, veterinarians, 
dentists, sales workers, carpenters, and artisans. Table 
Six indicates the percentage of some of the business 
establishments which are owned or controlled by Continental 
entrepreneurs. 
Table Seven represents the major employers in Saint 
Croix as of March 1981. With the exception of the 
Bucanneer Hotel, all other employers are Continental 
entrepreneurs or corporations from the United States 
mainland which are controlled by Continentals. 
The three major job areas in Saint Croix are the 
tourist kindred enterprises, the local government and 
industry. Continentals are represented as wage workers 
in all three categories. However, it must be emphasized 
that most of the domestic work, unskilled, semi-skilled, 
and heavy labor is performed by laborers from other 
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TABLE 6 
PERCENTAGE OP VARIOUS BUSINESSES OWNED 
OR CONTROLLED BY CONTINENTALS 













Air Conditioning 6 83.3 16.7 
Airlines 12 75 25 
Automobile/Dealer/ 
Parts/Accessories 16 62.5 37.5 
Auto Rentals 12 92.5 7.5 
Bakeries 7 42.8 57.2 
Banks 7 57.1 42.9 
Bauxite Processing 1 100 0 
Beach Clubs 3 100 0 
Boats/Chartered 11 63.6 36.4 
Bookstores 2 100 0 
Boutiques 6 100 0 
Construction Materials 7 57.1 42.9 
Butcher Shops 5 40 60 
Condominiums and 
Hotels 35 80 20 
Contractors/General 22 72.7 27.3 
Farms 2 100 0 
Pood Wholesalers 9 55.5 44.5 
Funeral Parlors 2 100 0 
Gas/Industrial and 
Medical 5 100 0 
Gift Shops 23 86.9 13.1 
Golf Courses 3 66.6 33.4 
Grocers/Supermarkets 34 20.6 79.4 
Insurance 27 84.1 15.9 
Newspapers 1 100 0 
Office Equipment, 
Furniture and Supplies 8 100 0 
Oil Companies 2 100 0 
Oil Refineries 1 100 0 
Radio Stations 3 100 0 
Real Estate Brokers 34 73.5 26.5 
Restaurants 44 61.1 38*9 
Telephone Companies 1 100 0 
Television Stations 2 100 0 
Travel Agencies 6 66.6 33.4 
(1) Davila, Ana, Industrial Development Commission 
Office (2) The Settlers Handbook. (3) Virgin 





MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN SAINT CROIX 
AS OP MARCH, 1981 




Hess Oil Corporation 
Litwin Pan-American 
Oil Refinery 1,200 
Corporation Construction 485 
Martin Marietta Alumina Bauxite Processing 569 
The Buccaneer Hotel Hotel 202 
Riggers and Erectors Construction 275 




Antilles Air Boats, 
Construction 297 
Incorporated Air Transport 102 
Vitelco Communication 120 
Source: Industrial Development Commission. "St. Croix 
Profile." Department of Commerce, Government of 
Virgin Islands, 1981 
Caribbean islands, and the greatest employer of native 
* Virgin Islanders is the Virgin Islands Government. As 
indicated in Table Three, 12,790 workers were employed by 
*There is a group of Continentals who perform a 
variety of service and menial jobs such as barmaids, bar¬ 
tenders, maids, boat helpers, house sitters, waiters, 
waitresses, entertainers, and gardners. These are temporary 
jobs usually held by transients who are not a part of the 
settler groups, and not the focus of this investigation. 
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the local government in 1980. This figure represents 
29 percent of the total labor force. The acute expan¬ 
sion of the governmental employment system began during 
the political tenure of former Governor Ralph Paiewonsky 
and former President of the Legislature Earle B. Ottley. 
To a great extent, this was done as an effort to enhance 
their political powers. They established a clientele of 
political supporters by spearheading a wider system of 
classified and unclassified government jobs. Those who 
were recipients of these hand-outs felt obligated to these 
politicians and their cohorts and thus became their 
strongest supporters. A survey conducted by government 
officials in 1981 indicated that this patronage employ¬ 
ment system was still operative. It was pointed out 
that over 1,500 people were employed in the Department 
of Public Works in Saint Croix spanning a period of six 
to seven years in unclassified positions. 
Consumer Patterns 
A majority of Continentals depend upon local super¬ 
markets and smaller but more expensive gourmet stores that 
specialize in a variety of fresh vegetables and choice 
cuts of meats for their food supply. Many consumers own 
deep freeze lockers and economize by buying frozen meats 
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and vegetables in large quantities from local food whole¬ 
salers. An informant confided that "with the exception 
of fresh eggs, vegetables and milk," she knows of "several 
families who import all of their meats and all other food 
supplies from the states. They even import toilet paper, 
and seldom buy foodstuff locally." Unlike food, depending 
upon the use, clothing is either purchased locally, or 
purchased on the mainland, or made by the consumer or 
seamstress. For clothes that are bought locally, Con¬ 
tinentals prefer the more expensive tourist oriented shops 
and Woolworth rather than those which are owned by Palestin¬ 
ians, Puerto Ricans and Crucians. These stores are highly 
frequented by native Virgin Islanders and people from other 
Caribbean is1ands. 
A few Continentals supplement their food demands by 
engaging in activities such as small garden patches and 
fishing. The most popular vegetables grown are tomatoes, 
collards, okra, pepper, and kale. Methods employed in 
fishing consist of spear guns, fish and lobster traps and 
fishing lines. These activities are generally engaged 
in to supplement family food needs and rarely for income. 
In contrast to Continentals, many native Crucians engage 
in these activities in order to supplement their income 
and need for food. Native Crucians also raise and sell 
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goats, sheep, pigs, cattle, fighting cocks, and race 
horses. Deer, doves and land crabs are also hunted for 
food and a source of extra income. A few native Virgin 
Islanders also add to their incomes by raising egg laying 
chickens and selling their products. Management of bee 
hives for the commerical production of honey is practiced 
also. 
Eleven Continentals were asked individually and at 
different time periods by the investigator to give their 
opinion why there are so few native Virgin Islanders 
involved in the business sector of the economy. They had 
resided in the community ranging from a period of 6 to 27 
years and represented a cross section of the job spectrum. 
There were three business proprietors, one lawyer, three 
store managers, one charter boat captain, two employees 
of local business firms, and a retiree. With the exception 
of one, each interviewee responded in essence that the 
native Virgin Islanders were "lazy" and lacked "initiative." 
The interviewee that differed from the others stated that: 
"The problem goes back to the time of the Danes. During 
the time of slavery and after emancipation, they were 
purposely kept out of the mainstream of business competi¬ 
tion by the rulers. A heritage of business ownership was 
never developed. The same barriers are prevalent today 
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under the present system." A native Crucian business¬ 
man expressed a similar opinion by stating that: "You 
succeed at what you've been accustomed to succeeding 
at. The motivation to succeed has to come from some 
pre-success. Big business has never been a part of 
Crucian's family structure. No precedent has ever been 
set. The interest wasn't there." He thinks that the 
wide patronage employment system in government led by 
Paiewonsky and Ottley compounded the problem and "has 
come back to haunt the people today." The attitude ex¬ 
pressed by politicians was that "if you support me as a 
politician, I will take care of you. You don't have to 
finish high school but just help to keep me in office." 
The preponderance of Continental entrepreneurs in 
the private sector relative to the number of Virgin 
Islanders has not gone without reactions from various 
interest groups in the community. A Small Business Develop¬ 
ment Agency was created by the local government almost 
twelve years ago as a means to give native people an 
opportunity to compete in the business market. According 
to the St. Croix Avis (1981: 5), prior to the advent of 
this agency, many Virgin Islanders were unable to attain 
commercial bank loans due to "a lack of collateral and 
the lending institutions' natural caution about funding 
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a new venture with principles that had no proven track 
record." Senator Gilbert Sprauve while addressing members 
of the Virgin Islands Retailers Association in Saint Thomas 
pointed out the lack of local Black businessmen on Main Street 
in Saint Thomas and admonished the group to develop some 
"sensitivity" to the community. He maintained that the 
alienation between Main Street businesses, which are most¬ 
ly Continental owned, and natives "is often not a racial 
concern" but stems from a "nostalgia." He recommended a 
"preserve" on Main Street for "legitimate indigenous 
businesses." (Daily News, 1981: 1). Leona Bryant, 
Virgin Islands Tourism director, was more vociferous than Senator 
Sprauve in her reaction to the inequitable control of Virgin 
Islands business establishments by Continentals. She was 
quoted in an August 24, 1981 edition of Newsweek's inter¬ 
national magazine as saying: "The whites who own many of 
the tourism related businesses (in the territory) won't let 
the local blacks get a large enough share of the pie... 
Then they call us lazy because we don't want to do the menial 
labor." (Daily News, 1981: 3). Moorehead (1981: 2) in 
analyzing the economic plight of native Crucians laments 
that "we don't grow sugarcane anymore, in fact we don't 
grow anything at all. We all work for the government and 
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the government works for the whites. As of today the 
whites are in the business of tourism so the government 
works for tourism." He further states that "our economic 
philosophy has accordingly been frozen in the mold we in¬ 
herited from our American appointed governors."* He 
maintains that the economic system favors entrepreneurs from 
the mainland, and it is useless for Crucians to try and 
produce anything- He describes the economic philosophy 
that mainland entrepreneurs have toward the Virgin 
Islands wih a sense of sarcasm as he states that: "Jobs, 
rather than production, is the heart of the philosophy. 
Good jobs will keep our people prosperously employed and 
our economy stable." (Moorhead, 1981: 72). 
Summary 
As sources of income, Continentals maintain jobs in 
both the private and governmental sectors of the job 
market. They are employed in a broad range of jobs that 
are directly, indirectly and non-related to tourism. They 
*The United States Virgin Islands had its first elected 
governor in 1970. Prior to this date, all governors were 
appointed by the President of the United States. 
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maintain a monopoly in the tourist related industry. 
This includes proprietorship and managerial positions 
in areas such as hotels, restaurants, gift shops, real 
estate agencies, construction firms, water sports, con¬ 
dominiums, air transportation, and news media. Revenues 
from tourism and tourist related businesses contribute 
heavily to the economy of the island. The local govern¬ 
ment is the greatest employer of native Virgin Islanders. 
Continentals meet their need for food by purchasing 
from local supermarkets, special gourmet shops, wholesale 
outlets and importing items from the mainland. They 
rarely frequent the small food and clothing stores that are 
owned by Crucians, Puerto Ricans and Palestinians. Clothes 
are bought locally, imported from the mainland and in many 
instances, clothing such as dresses and shirts are made in 
the home or by a seamstress. A few Continentals supple¬ 
ment their food supply with small home gardens and fishing. 
CHAPTER VI 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIAL INTERACTION 
Community and Settlement Patterns 
Saint Croix consists of two principal towns, Frederick- 
sted situated near the Western end of the island and 
Christiansted located near the Eastern end, which are 
a distance of fifteen miles apart. In addition to the two 
towns, there are numerous outlying villages and communities 
which are locally referred to as estates . The island 
with a population of 49,725 residents consists of 16,893 
households and an average of approximately 592 people per 
square mile. The most populous district is Sion Farm 
with 12,563 people in 4,338 households, and the least 
populous district is the East End in which there are 
1,648 people occupying 971 households. (U. S. Department 
of Commerce, 1982: 1-2). 
Continentals live in several dispersed predominantly 
ethnic homogenous communities, and numerous isolated 
households throughout the island. Very few permanent 
settlers live within the districts of the two towns. 
Some of the residential estates are Cotton Valley, Seven 
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Hills, Judith's Fancy, Butler's Bay, and East End. 
There is a negligible number of high income professionals 
who are native Crucians, people from other Caribbean is¬ 
lands and Blacks from the mainland with homes in these 
areas. The price of land is very expensive in these 
communities. Many Continentals own isolated homes on 
hilltops with a scenic view of the ocean and homes 
that are situated alongside shorelines which are 
adjacent to beaches. 
The prices of homes vary slightly below $65,000 to 
an extreme of $250,000. According to The Settler's 
Handbook (1981: 37), "nicer homes begin about $65,000." 
Most of the homes are constructed of a combination of 
cinderblocks, wood, tile, steel, and cement. The roofs 
consist of composition materials or in many cases 
galvanized sheet metal. Due to the lack of an adequate 
water supply on Saint Croix, all of the houses are con- 
s tructed with cisterns whose water capacity varies from 
25,000 gallon to 52,000 gallons. If the cistern becomes 
dry in the event of a drought or for other reasons, 
homeowners will generally buy water from one of the 
local dealers. Several native Crucians own or have 
access to wells and do a substantial business in selling 
water. An average home has three bedrooms and two baths. 
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It is not unusual to see many of the homes equipped 
with swimming pools, patios, car ports, and small 
electrical generators. Generators are deemed important 
because of the frequent island-wide electricity outages. 
Many homes are beautifully landscaped with local flora 
and occasionally fruit trees around the perimeter. Many 
homeowners who own homes adjacent to beaches or close to 
public roads have erected cement walls or galvanized 
fences around their property. Generally,native Crucians 
own homes or occupy dwellings within the two town dis¬ 
tricts and the many other outlying estates or villages. 
Some of these areas are estate Whim, Mon Bijou, Grove 
Place, La Vallee, Two Williams, William Delight, White 
Lady, Bethlehem, Calcahoun, Upper and Lower Love, Slob, 
Peter's Rest, Campo Rico, Concordia, Profit, Catherine's 
Rest, La Grange, Princess, and La Grande Princess. These 
communities, including the two town districts, contain 
low, middle and upper income homes. Low income houses 
include the sixteen housing projects and small separate 
family units built by the local government which are 
dispersed between the two towns. Middle income homes 
comprise those that were built by real estate developers in 
areas such as Strawberry, Mon Bijou, Sion Farm, Tide 
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Village, Mount Welcome, and Grove Place. These homes 
have very little space between them and hardly any 
front or backyards. Generally, they are simply designed, 
consist of two and three bedrooms and are alike in 
appearance. They have in common with more expensive 
homes essential services such as paved roads, street 
lights, garbage collection, and sewage system. Native 
Crucians who are in the upper income bracket and own 
more expensive homes, have established residence in practi¬ 
cally all communities throughout the island. However, they 
are less numerous in areas that are highly populated with 
Continentals such as Judith Fancy, Tipperary and Sprat Hall. 
Family and Kinship Groups 
Type of Marriage Practiced. — United States marriage 
laws, which entail a system of monogamy, are applicable to 
the Virgin Islands. Marriage partners among Continentals 
are usually chosen within their ethnic group. Partners 
are selected in many instances from the mainland as well 
as locally. A small percentage of interracial court¬ 
ships and marriages exist. These occur basically among 
professionals such as teachers, lawyers, doctors, small 
business owners, and service workers from other Carib¬ 
bean islands. Interracial marriages rarely occur among 
owners or managers of large businesses. 
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In contrast to Continentals, Crucians are less endo- 
gamous. Marriage partners are selected not only among 
Crucians but among puerto Ricans, Dominicans and people 
from other Eastern Caribbean islands. continental Blacks 
are also chosen as marriage mates as well as a small 
percentage of mainland and European Whites. 
At the time of this writing the complete 1980 Census 
had not been released. Data from the 1970 Census are 
used to show what the marital status of Continentals re¬ 
sembled during that time period. The data were not 
categorized separately for each island, but through 
careful analysis of each column one can closely estimate 
the marital status for residents of Saint Croix. Table 
Eight shows that of the total number of married Continen¬ 
tals in the United States Virgin Islands, 95.8 percent 
were legally married, 2.3 percent were common-law or 
consensually married and 4.6 percent were divorced. Among 
native Virgin Islanders, 86.0 percent were legally married, 




MARITAL STATUS, 1970 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Marital Status Total White Black Other Saint 
Croix 
Total 14 Years Old 
and Over 41372 8545 29215 3612 21052 
Single 14752 1926 11757 1069 7002 
Married 23780 5874 15542 2364 12673 
Legally Married 21026 5629 13355 2042 10990 
Consensually Married 2020 137 1601 282 1282 
Separated 734 108 586 40 401 
Widowed 1571 353 1117 101 812 
Divorced 1269 392 799 78 565 
Male, 14 Years and Over 20579 4335 14396 1848 10557 
Single 7751 1101 6053 597 3711 
Married 12022 2977 7852 1193 6416 
Legally Married 10771 2849 6884 1038 5654 
Consensually Married 985 65 782 138 615 
Separated 266 63 186 17 147 
Widowed 340 72 240 28 195 
Divorced 466 182 251 30 235 
Female, 14 Years and Over 20793 4210 14819 1764 10495 
Single 7001 825 5704 472 3291 
Married 11758 2897 7690 1171 6257 
Legally Married 10255 2780 6471 1004 5336 
Consensually Married 1035 72 819 144 667 
Separated 468 45 400 23 254 
Widowed 1231 281 877 73 617 
Divorced 803 207 548 48 330 
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
the Census. Census of Population: 1970. 
Vol. 1, Outlying Areas. 
92 
Types of Households Practiced. — Most frequently 
Continental households consist of an independent nuclear 
family in which the father is head of the household. 
This system is also prevalent among Crucians. Table 
Nine shows the number of males and females who were 
heads of households in the Virgin Islands in 1970. The 
figures for Continentals indicate that 93.3 percent males 
were heads of family households and 6.7 percent were 
headed by females. Of the single males and females 
living alone or with non-relatives, males comprised 
58.4 percent of the heads of households and females con¬ 
sist of 41.6 percent. There were 2.71 persons per Con¬ 
tinental household. In contrast, figures for native 
Virgin Islanders show that 75.6 percent males were heads 
of family households and 24.4 percent households were 
headed by females. Figures for primary individuals or 
single males and females living alone indicated a 
greater percentage of males, 62.3 percent males and 
37.7 percent females, being heads of households. There 
were 3.6 persons per native Virgin Islander household. 
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TABLE 9 
HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS, 1970 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Heads of Households Total White Black Other Saint 
Croix 
Total Population 62468 11339 45309 5820 31799 
In Households 60749 11193 43821 5735 30898 
Heads of Households 17761 4127 12191 1443 8972 
Family Head 13135 2978 8940 1217 6744 
Male 10607 2777 6759 1071 5616 
Female 2528 201 2181 146 1128 
Primary Individuals 4626 1149 3251 226 2228 
Male 2862 671 2026 165 1372 
Female 1764 478 1225 61 856 
Wife of Head 9750 2693 6057 1000 5197 
Child of Head 25509 3677 19166 2666 12795 
Other Relatives of Head 4778 350 3946 482 2433 
Not Related to Head 2451 346 2461 144 1501 
Persons Per Household 3.42 2.71 3.60 3.97 3.44 
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau 
of the Census. Census of Population: 
1970. Vol. 1, Outlying Areas. 
Marital Residence. — Newly married couples among Con¬ 
tinentals do not follow any fixed pattern of residential 
settlement. Couples are known to settle on the island 
either with or near their relatives or apart or migrate 
to the mainland. The decision is usually a matter of 
personal preference influenced by motivational factors such 
as family ties, feelings of independence and job location. 
The pattern of marital residence among Crucians is similar 
to that of Continentals. However, it must be emphasized 
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that there is a greater degree of patrilocal and matrilocal 
residence among Crucians. As a part of tradition, some 
parents will accumulate enough land near their property 
and divide it among their offsprings. When marriage takes 
place, the married couple will choose either the bride's 
or groom's property area to build a home. 
Descent Groups. — Continentals and Crucians adhere 
to the United States practice of following an unrestricted 
descent group which according to Otterbein (1977: 98) "is 
based upon a rule of multilineal descent." Otterbein 
(1977: 100) states that: 
In cultures with unrestricted descent 
groups an individual usually has the oppor¬ 
tunity — just as he has in a culture with 
ambilineages of the reversible type — to 
select the descent group(s) to which he 
wishes to belong. He will normally select 
the descent group(s) conferring the greatest 
amount of privilege and status. Since many 
Americans regard it as prestigious to be des¬ 
cended from an ancestor who settled the United 
States before 1800, particularly a Revolutionary 
War hero, many Americans carefully trace their 
genealogies often with the help of national 
historical societies. In many towns and cities 
in the United States the stratification system 
is based in part on who is, and who is not, a 
descendant of one of the first settlers in the 
area. Some American Indian peoples also em¬ 
ploy similar methods of reckoning descent for 
the purpose of establishing tribal membership. 
Hayes (1975: 76) has referred to such a des¬ 
cent rule as ethnolineal: "Ego will trace 
descent through the combination of male and 
female ancestors which provides ego with the 
most socially valuable descent and present 
alliances, ignoring the alternative descent paths." 
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Sex and Age Groups 
A variety of governmental and privately sponsored 
youth organizations exist on Saint Croix. They include 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Police Athletic League, Boys 
Club, Saint Croix Majorettes, 4-H Clubs, Civil Air Patrol, 
and Saint Croix Youth Commission. The various athletic 
organizations are Pony League, Little League and Junior 
League Baseball; Biddy League and Junior League Basket¬ 
ball; Cinderella League Softball for girls; Saint Croix 
Swimming Association; Saint Croix Amateur Boxing Federation 
Saint Croix Track and Field Federation; and Saint Croix 
Cycling Federation. Continental youths participate only 
in activities sponsored by the Swimming Association. All 
of the other organizations includeing the Swimming Associa¬ 
tion are patronized by Crucian youths. 
The Swimming Association was organized in 1971 by 
several Continental parents with the goals of teaching 
young children to swim and as a recreation outlet. Through 
a fund raising drive the Association raised over $25,000 
and had an Olympic size swimming pool constructed. Through 
the efforts of the directors of the swimming program, an 
age group swimming team was formed. The team is affiliated 
with the Virgin Islands Olympic Committee and has hosted 
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and participated in international and national competitive 
events with countries such as Canada, Puerto Rico, Domini¬ 
can Republic, West Germany, East Berlin, Cuba, Mexico and 
the United States. 
Type of Social Stratification 
Based on criteria such as "wealth and property, privilege 
and power, and status and prestige" as outlined by Otterbein 
(1977: 67), a highly structured class system is present in 
Saint Croix, in relationship to other groups, Continentals 
as a whole occupy the upper stratum. Several class strata 
exist within the Continental group. Wealthy retirees, cor¬ 
poration executives and internationally well known personalities 
such as writers, photographers and entertainers from the night 
club and movie industries circulate socially differently from 
the working Continentals. The relative newcomer small business 
owner, lawyers, realtors and other professionals are at a lower 
stratum. Beneath this group are the wage workers in industries 
such as construction, hotel, tourist shops, governmental re¬ 
lated jobs, and industrial plants. 
A caste system is also present in Saint Croix. There 
are several large landowning Creole* families on the island 
*Creole is used to describe a person born in Saint Croix of 
Danish parents or grandparents. 
97 
who with their children and grandchildren are direct 
descendants of former Danish settlers. They are re¬ 
ferred to locally as the "Blue Bloods" or "Royal 
Families," and their main occupations are entrepreneurs 
in general wholesaling and retailing enterprises and 
agribusiness. They marry within their ethnic group, 
and marriage partners are selected locally or from 
Scandinavia or from the mainland. Before the Virgin 
Islands were sold to the United States and there was a 
great influx of Continentals, this group occupied the 
upper class position. Social relationships between the 
Creoles and Black Crucians are traditionally casual and 
friendly. There is a greater socialization with Con¬ 
tinentals because of similar skin color, work occupation and 
worldly interests. However, psychological barriers exist 
between these two groups. Continentals reflect an attitude 
of feeling superior by being born in the United States or 
of North American parents. On the Creoles part, Contin¬ 
entals are regarded as newcomers who want things to change 
too quickly and represent a threat to the prestige and 
status that Creoles traditionally have enjoyed. 
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Relationships With Other Ethnic Groups 
Crucians, comprising the greatest number of the popu¬ 
lation, are basically friendly and highly tolerant toward 
other ethnic groups. Continentals daily social contacts 
with Crucians are impersonal and minimal. Generally, 
they do not patronize restaurants, bars, nightclubs, 
public beaches, and dance halls that are highly frequented 
by Crucians and are owned or managed by Crucians. Many 
Crucians will patronize certain public establishments 
that are owned and frequented by Continentals. With the 
exception of movie theaters, there is evidence of a high 
degree of social distance between the two groups in re¬ 
ference to attending dining, drinking and recreational 
places. 
The act of celebrating holidays and membership in 
clubs and organizations are also vital toward determining 
intergroup relationships. Outlined below is a list of 
the official national and local holidays which are 
celebrated in the United States Virgin Islands. 
National Holidays 







Three Kings Day 
Martin Luther King's 
Birthday 
Transfer Day 











Christmas Second Day 
Old Year's Day 




Columbus Day and Virgin 
Islands and Puertorican 
Friendship Day 
Hurrican Thanksgiving Day 
Liberty Day 
Election Day 
; to Crucians are the Carni¬ 
val Parade Days which are held on New Year's Day and Three 
Kings Day. /January 6/. These days are comparable to the 
Madi Gras held in New Orleans and the October Fest cele¬ 
brated in Germany. Continental merchants will contribute 
monetary funds to support different parade groups, however, 
when it comes to physical participation and interpersonal 
relationships; Continentals are very passive. With the 
exception of Election Day, there is hardly any solidarity 
between the two groups in celebrating the other holidays. 
A non-holiday which is celebrated jointly by Contin¬ 
entals and Crucians and has allowed for much social 
intergroup relationships is the day on which the Saint 
Patrick's Day Parade is held. The idea for the parade 
began in 1970 in a discussion among patrons and the owner 
of a popular local bar frequented by Continentals. The 
first few parades consisted predominately of Continental 
groups. In the ensuing years, the parade has progressively 
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become larger and involved more Crucian participants. 
The 1980 and 1981 Saint Patrick's Day Parades showed 
two and three times more Crucian partipants than Contin¬ 
entals, respectively. A community block party is held 
after each parade which consists of dancing, singing and free 
food and beverages. Since its beginning, several native Virgin 
Islanders have been selected as Grand Marshalls of the parade. 
This includes three Senators, two Lieutenant Governors, an 
Administrator of Saint Croix, and a distinguished citizen. 
Some of the important benevolent and special interest 
organizations whose members are composed of both Contin¬ 
entals and Crucians are listed as follows: 
Associations and Organizations 
League of Women Voters 




St. Croix Landmarks Society 
Alcoholic Anonymous 
St. Croix Women's Club 
Community Chest 
Friends of Denmark 
American Red cross 
American Hibiscus Society 
Community Awareness 
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Saint Croix Diving 
Association 
Virgin Islands Diving 
Council 
Virgin Island Olympic 
Committee 
Saint Croix Power 
Squadron 
Board of Realtors 
Certified Public Accountants 
Chamber of Commerce 
St. Croix Businessmen's 
Association 
St. Croix Public Information 
Association 
Virgin Islands Bar Associa¬ 
tion 
Virgin Islands Hotel 
Association 
Outstanding among the benevolent groups is the one led by 
private citizens who raised funds for the construction of 
The Saint Croix Island Center, a non-profit cultural center. 
The center was constructed at a cost of $400,000. The Vir 
gin Island Legislature awarded the group a $25,000 grant 
and a $120,000 loan was secured from five Saint Croix 
banks. The balance of the cost was raised through dona¬ 
tions from the residents and business community of the 
island. The center has a seating capacity of 2,200. It 
has hosted a variety of productions such as ballets, plays, 
musical concerts, folk-loric groups, film festivals, and 
school graduation programs 
Project St. Croix, whose goals are to improve the 
economy of the island and to affect better intergroup 
relationships, is the most prominent of the special 
interest groups. It "began in February, 1974, when the 
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island's economy was suffering the most serious reverses 
it had ever experienced." In its early years membership 
consisted of representatives of several businesses. As 
the years passed, membership was extended to practically 
every segment of the business sector including Crucian 
and Puerto Rican businessmen. In an effort to attain its 
goals "thousands" of travel agents, travel writers and 
editors were invited to visit and see what Saint Croix 
had to offer. They liked what they saw and wrote favorable 
articles that appeared in national publications and syndi¬ 
cated newspaper columns. The island was given top rating 
as a vacation locale. Consequently, the economy improved 
tremendously due to a great increase in the number of 
tourist visitors. (Wilson, 1982). 
Overt racial discrimination is not a problem at the 
present. However, there have been incidents in the past 
in which three private clubs were accused of discrimina¬ 
ting against Blacks. These incidents occurred during 
the 1960's in which a beach club, tennis club and yatch 
club were accused of having a racial discriminatory 
membership policy. Club members in all three clubs con¬ 
sisted exclusively of Continentals despite the fact that 
many Crucians had been applying for membership as long as 
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three and four years. There was unrest in the community 
when this information became publicly known. The Virgin 
Islands Legislature was forced to re-emphasize the anti- 
discriminatory law which prevents an establishment with 
a commercial license to sell beverages and food from 
operating a social private club that has a discriminatory 
racial membership policy. Membership was eventually ex¬ 
tended to Crucians by all three clubs. Another major con¬ 
flict in ethnic relationships during the 1960's involved 
officials of the Hess Oil Refinery and Black employees 
from other Eastern Caribbean islands. Workers from the 
Caribbean islands were placed into inferior and separate 
housing units than those of Continental workers who were 
contracted from the mainland. The problem was resolved 
after the public condemned this inequality. Workers 
from the Caribbean islands were allowed to abandon their 
interior trailer houses and assume residence inside of 
the Hess Oil Refinery's compound among Continental workers 
from the United States. 
Intergroup tensions prevailed also in the early 
1970's concerning the general public's accessibility to 
beaches. Many Continental private home and hotel owners 
bought property that is adjacent to shorelines. They 
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claimed beaches along the shoreline as private, erected 
fences and put up signs that read: "No Trespassing-Private 
Property-Violators Will Be Prosecuted To The Fullest Extent 
Of The Law." The problems became so severe that most of 
the best beaches were owned by private individuals or 
groups. Numerous complaints by native Virgin Islanders 
led members of the Legislature to enact law Number 3063 
in 1971 which opened all beaches and shorelines to the 
general public and prohibited private ownership of these 
areas. 
Present day intergroup conflicts are related to 
unemployment, business interests and crime. There is a 
rising concern that less jobs in the private sector are 
being given to local natives. Many of the available jobs 
are going to Continental settlers and transients and people 
from other islands. A rift exists between the largely 
Crucian controlled Fishermen Association and the predominant¬ 
ly Continental dominated Board of Realtors concerning certain 
shoreline areas in Saint Croix. Members of the Fishermen 
Association want the Government to erect dock facilities 
in these areas which are abundant with fish which will 
afford them an opportunity to improve their income. The 
Board of Realtors considers these areas as being much 
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more valuable commercially if the beach areas were 
developed and condominiums or hotels were constructed 
n ear them. 
Crime on Saint Croix is a serious problem and has 
produced much fear in the Continental community. This 
fear is exemplified in the following accounts: (1) Resi¬ 
dents of Judith Fancy, a community predominantly occupied 
by Continentals, had an eight foot fence erected around 
the entire community and a gate put on the one public 
road that goes through the residential area and ends at 
a beach. A hired security guard is stationed at the 
gate during the day when most residents are at work. 
Volunteers from the community guard the gate throughout 
the night. (2) In January of 1980, three Continentals were 
murdered in separate incidents during one weekend. A few 
days after the killings, Continental businessmen closed 
their shops and along with representatives of the clergy 
and native Crucians, staged a march to Government House 
for the purpose of a memorial service for those who 
were killed and to protest the crime situation. (St. 
Croix Avis, 1980: 1) . 
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(3) "In October 1980, during what 
came to be known as the 'Halloween 
Scare,' white residents demanded 
more police protection following 
rumors that some black youths were 
planning violent attacks. Governor 
Luis mobilized the 850-man national 
guard after some 50 St. Croix business¬ 
men sent cables to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, the U. S. Virgin Islands 
attorney, and the FBI." (Payne, 1981: 42). 
Crucians have also demonstrated their fear of the crime 
problem that plagues Saint Croix. It is not unusual to see 
many Crucian houses with steel burglar bars on all doors 
and windows. Senator Milton Frett of Saint Thomas, Chair¬ 
man of the Public Safety Committee, considers crime as 
the number one problem in the Virgin Islands. The crime 
situation in Saint Croix has led to the formation of the 
Saint Croix Community Awareness Committee. Its members 
consist of Crucians and Continentals from the business 
sector whose goal is to help alleviate the problem in 
crime. The committee was successful in establishing 
a Canine Corps on the island. Donations were gathered 
from the community and a canine kennel with training 
facilities was built near the Central Police Headquarters. 
Personnel of the Canine Corps consist of several police 
officers who were sent to the mainland for the purpose 
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of learning to train and control special dogs that would 
be under their command. The construction and maintenance 
of the kennels and training facilities and the feeding 
and medical care of the dogs are all paid for with funds 
raised in the community by the committee. An article 
in the St. Croix Avis (1982: 1) cites that $26,950.25 
were raised in a one day fund-raiser on a downtown street 
in Christiansted. The Canine Corpsmen's salaries are 
paid by the Department of Public Safety. According to Betty 
Sperber (St. Croix Avis, 1981: 3), The Saint Croix Community 
Awareness President, "the K-9 Corps participated in 586 
cases in 1980, making 126 arrests and recovering evidence 
in 58 cases." 
Type of Religion Practiced 
Residents of Saint Croix are practioners of several 
religious ideologies and sects. They include Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Jehovah's Witnesses, Black Muslim, 
Hare Krishner, Christian Science, Pentacostal, and 
Rastafarian. There are churches established in various 
locations throughout the island. In addition to the 
number of churches, there are commercial buildings and 
private homes used by various Christian sects which are 
a part of the religious community. A building designated 
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as "Jewish Community of St. Croix" serves as a place 
of worship for those of the Jewish faith and a Mosque 
has been erected for the followers of orthodox Islam. 
The Black Muslims use one of the Christian churches for 
their religious purposes and those of the Christian 
Science faith use the island's cultural center. The 
table below shows the number of Catholic and Protestant 
denominational Churches on Saint Croix. 
TABLE 10 
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCHES ON SAINT CROIX 
Churches N=55 
i 
Roman Catholic 6 
Episcopalian 5 
Methodist 3 
African Methodist Episcopal 4 
Moravian 3 
Lutheran 3 
Seventh-Day Adventist 5 
Pentecostal 13 
Baptist 5 
Jehovah's Witness 1 
Holiness 5 
Nazarene 2 
Source: Office of the Tax Assessor. Christiansted, 
Saint Croix, Virgin Islands. 
Generally, a great majority of Continentals in Saint 
Croix are not noted for churchgoing. Those that do attend 
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are regular Church goers and take part in Church acti¬ 
vities. The Episcopalian, Catholic, Lutheran, Christian 
Science, and Baptist Churches are the most frequented. 
Leadership in these Churches shift between Continental 
and native clergymen. Church attendance among leaders 
in the Continental community is beginning to decline in 
s ome of the Churches because the concerns being addressed 
by native Caribbean clergy are not in line with their 
interests. Many of the Churches are adopting a social 
activist policy. They have a friendly and sympathetic 
relationship with the Caribbean Conference of Churches 
which was founded in 1973 by the Roman Catholic, Angligan 
and Protestant Churches of the Caribbean region. The 
Conference's programs as outlined by its General Secretary, 
Reverend Roy Needhall (Caribbean Contact, 1982: 2), are 
"geared toward Church renewal in theology, music, education, 
group activities and missions as well as to a dynamic 
approach to development of Caribbean peoples in terms of 
their whole life, political, economic, social and cultural." 
The Caribbean Conference of Churches publishes a Caribbean 
based newspaper, Caribbean Contact, which is the voice for 
the entire Caribbean region. Many writers on its staff who 
are ministers visit the Churches in Saint Croix as guest 
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preachers and attend functions. They talk on subjects 
quite differently from the local ministers. They speak 
more about the "here and now” rather than the "here after." 
Church weddings are very rare among Continentals. 
Crucians value Church weddings very highly in which nearly 
all of them are accompanied by elaborate and expensive 
receptions. In the event of death among Continentals, 
relatives or friends of the deceased will ship the body 
to the mainland for burial. If the decision is made for 
burial in Saint Croix, the deceased is usually buried at 
s ea or cremated. 
Politics and The Power Struggle 
Three political parties are represented in the Virgin 
Islands. The Republican and Democratic parties are affiliated 
with their national counterparts in the United States. The 
third party which is the Independent Citizen Movement varies 
very little in its philosophy and doctrines from the local 
Democratic party. It was created by a splintered group of 
Democrats who became dissatisfied with the party's leader¬ 
ship in 1968. Continentals are members of all three 
parties, and like many other groups, many will change 
parties accordingly to which of the three is more expedient 
at a given time. 
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Party platforms among the three political groups 
vary very little. During election year each appeals to 
the lower, middle and upper classes with promises of 
better housing, recreational facilities, health facili¬ 
ties, schools, roads, reduction in taxes and unemployment, 
higher salaries for governmental workers, more tax in- 
centives for businessmen, and a reduction in the crime 
rate. Continentals are very active in politics and are 
organized to vote for politicians and debate and vote on 
issues which are of utmost importance to them as a group. 
Local politicians recognize that Continentals acquire the 
balance of power vote although population wise they are 
in the minority. They are also aware that two of the 
most vital issues that Continentals hold in esteem are 
favorable solutions to the economic conditions of the 
island and the crime situation. In an effort to appease 
potential constituents as quickly as possible, a few 
political leaders have advocated the construction of more 
penitentiaries, transferance of harden convicts to main¬ 
land jails and capital punishment for murderers? rather 
than the long range measures of trying to correct some 
of the socioeconomic causes of crime. Some of the measures 
that have been perpetrated by politicians as a means of 
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placating voters representative of the business sector 
include changing of building codes, extension of tax free 
years for businesses, rezoning residential areas for com¬ 
mercial use, and lobbying for a reduction or elimination 
of a 30 percent federal withholding tax for businesses. 
It is difficult today to determine which party has 
the most registered voters among Continentals. However, 
during the early 1960's most of the Continental voters 
were affiliated with the Republican party. During that 
time period the party's platform and the way it operated 
were more appealing and tolerable to the businessmen. 
Another contributing factor was that the Democratic party 
was kind of a closed entity, already fully defined, already 
tightly structured, and already dominated by a group that held 
key positions. The Republican party during this period was 
not too well developed, and it did not have a large member¬ 
ship. Thus, by joining the Republicans, it presented an 
opportunity for Conti nentals to participate actively in 
all facets of the party's structure. 
Politically, Saint Croix is represented by seven 
elected Senators and an Administrator in each town who are 
appointed by the Governor. Continentals do campaign and 
vie for high positions in the Virgin Islands political 
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structure. During the past two decades they have com¬ 
peted with other politicians and have been elected to 
positions such as Lieutenant Governor, Senators, Virgin 
Island Delegate to Congress, and National Committeemen 
for the Democratic and Republican parties. Senator 
Sydney Lee, a successful businessman, philanthropist, and 
former member of the Board of Education, is the only Con¬ 
tinental Senator at the present who is a representative from 
Saint Croix. He has resided in Saint Croix for 20 years 
and is serving his third term as a Senator. The other 
Senators consist of five native Crucians of which two are 
females. Senator Ruby Rouss and Senator Lilliana Balardo 
share the distinction of being the first female President 
of the Virgin Islands Legislature and the first female of 
Puerto Rican descent to be elected to the Legislature, 
respectively. Ronald DeLugo, the Virgin Islands Delegate 
to Congress, is another Continental who has succeeded in 
politics. He is a longtime resident of both Saint Thomas 
and Saint Croix who is given credit for reviving Carnival 
in Saint Thomas in 1952. DeLugo is a businessman and an 
ex-radio commentator. 
Concerning nationalism and the political status of 
the Virgin Islands with the United States, most Crucians 
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are cognizant of the economic and political dependency 
of the Virgin Islands on the United States and think that 
since the islands lack raw materials and the land area is 
so small they cannot survive on their own. They take 
great pride in being Americans and shun any nationalistic 
movement or gesture that in their thinking will be offensive 
to the United States. Examples of this are demonstrated in 
the inability of Virgin Islanders to adopt nationalistic 
symbols such as a constitution devised by Virgin Islanders 
and a national flag which is reflective of their cultural 
background. There have been several constitutional con¬ 
ventions led by native Virgin Islands leaders in which 
they failed to devise a constitution that was acceptable 
by the people. The present constitutional structure known 
as the Organic Act consists of guiding principles and 
laws for Virgin Islanders that were devised by the United 
States Congress in 1936. The flag which represents the 
Virgin Islands was the creation of a navy officer in 1921. 
Hill's (1971: 127) concise description of the flag states 
that "it is simply the American Eagle as found in the Seal 
of the Government of the United States of America, and 
has no relevance whatsoever to the people of the Virgin 
Islands." Efforts to have a new flag designed and accepted 
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by Virgin Islanders have been attempted as early as 1953 
and as late as 1981, and all were to no avail. With the 
exception of the United Caribbean Association, there is 
no other active organization or nationalist group that 
indicates a desire to reassess the political and economic 
status of the Virgin Islands in relationship to the United 
States. United Caribbean Association is a small nationalist 
group that advocates independence for the Virgin Islands and 
a change in the social and economic system that will be bene¬ 
ficial to a majority of the people. The political leaders 
in Saint Croix emphasize closer ties with the United States. 
Plans are continuously made to attain from Washington 
federal aid in road building, jobs, education, health, 
housing, and food for the people. 
System of Education 
Education is compulsory in the Virgin Islands from 
five-and-a-half years of age until the age of sixteen. 
Schools are operated by the local government, private 
individuals or groups and Churches. Similar as the United 
States, there are educational programs at the nursery, 
elementary, junior and senior high, and college levels. 
An adult education program is also conducted by the govern¬ 
ment. The private and public schools receive federal and 
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local aid for school lunches and medical care. Free 
bussing is also provided for both private and public 
schools by the government. Table Eleven shows the number 
of public, private and parochial schools that exist in 
Saint Croix. 
The total public school enrollment of April, 1982 
was 13,138 students, private school was 1,141 and paro¬ 
chial schools 3,012. The one public high school is located 
in a non-residential area between the two towns, and all 
other public schools are situated within residential 
communities. Two of the private schools, Manor and 
Montessori, are located within the town district of 
Christiansted, and all others are in isolated rural areas. 
Among the parochial schools, Seventh Day Adventist, Saint 
Dunstan, Saint Mary, Saint Patrick, and Caribe Community 
School are all located within either the town district of 
Christiansted or Frederiksted. The others are situated 
in outlying isolated areas of Saint Croix. The two colleges 
are located in non-residential areas on opposite ends of 
the island. None of the schools are located within pre¬ 
dominantly Continental residential areas. Approximately 
98 percent or more of Continental students are bussed or 
transported by some other means to school. 
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Education is highly stressed among Continentals as 
a means of upward mobility involving the attainment of 
white collar jobs, wealth and prestige. Tables Twelve 
and Thirteen from the 1970 Census indicate a high corre¬ 
lation between income, education and class position in 
the Virgin Islands. 
Table Twelve shows that the median number of school 
years completed by Continentals over 25 was 13.1 as com¬ 
pared to Blacks which was 8.0. Table Thirteen indicates 
that the median income for Continental families and un¬ 
related individuals was $13,373 as contrasted to that 
of the Black population which was $5,512. 
Most of the Continental students attend private and 
parochial schools. Several students attend elementary 
schools and none are enrolled in the secondary schools. 
All of the parochial and private schools are attended by 
a percentage of Crucians and students who are sons and 
daughters of Blacks from the Eastern Caribbean islands 
who are residing in Saint Croix. Most of these students 
are from middle and upper income families. Depending 
upon the grade level, tuition at the private schools 
range from about $1,450 to approximately $2,200 per year. 
The average tuition rate for parochial schools is about 
$810 per year. 
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TABLE 11 
PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 








Andrews Academy of West Saint Mary 
Dunbavin Indies Saint Patrick 
Emanuel Country Day 
Gardine Good Hope Senior Hiqh 
Henderson Manor 
Larsen Montessori Saint Joseph 
Markoe Tamarind 
Muckle Consolidated 
R. Richards Colleqe 
Rivers Freewill Baptist 
Williams Farleigh Dickerson Seventh Day Adventist 
Saint Croix Christian 
Junior Hiqh Academy 
Good Shepard 
Chris tiansted Caribe Community 
A. A. Richards School 




College of The 
Virgin Islands 
Source: Department of Education. C hr istiansted, Saint 






EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS: 1970 
Years of School Completed 
Virgin Islands Island 
Total White Black Other St. Croix 
Male, 25 Years Old and Over 14442 3527 9645 1270 7537 
No school years completed 218 33 136 49 129 
Elementary 1 to 4 years 1067 81 819 167 694 
5 and 6 years 2621 196 2241 184 1291 
7 years 1893 83 1700 110 810 
8 years 1049 151 730 168 612 
High School 1 to 3 years 1893 246 1503 144 1099 
4 years 2920 804 1836 280 1498 
College 1 to 3 years 1094 699 332 63 577 
4 years 1003 746 200 57 519 
5 years or more 684 488 148 48 308 
Median school years completed 9.6 13.7 8.0 8.7 9.6 
Female, 25 Years Old and Over 14454 3311 10009 1134 7258 
No school years completed 238 35 154 49 158 
Elementary 1 to 4 years 957 82 689 186 643 
5 and 6 years 2647 141 2328 178 1296 
7 years 2087 52 1932 103 902 
8 years 1061 118 811 132 577 
High School 1 to 3 years 1895 224 1534 137 1089 
4 years 3264 1105 1938 221 1507 
College 1 to 3 years 1183 803 323 57 543 
4 years 770 544 179 47 401 
5 years or more 352 207 121 24 142 





TABLE 12 - Continued 
Years of School Completed Virgin 
Islands Island 
Total White Black Other St. Croix 
Total persons, 25 years old 
and over 28896 6838 19654 2404 14795 
Less than five years of 
elementary school 8.6 3.4 9.1 18.8 11.0 
Less than 1 year of high 
school 47.9 14.2 58.7 55.2 48.1 
4 years of high school or more 39.0 78.9 25.8 33.2 37.1 
4 years of college or more 9.7 29.0 3.3 7.3 9.3 
Median school years completed 9.5 13.1 8.0 8.6 9.4 
Total persons, 18 to 24 years 
old 8056 1117 6181 758 4045 
4 years of high school or more 34.6 55.7 31.0 32.3 29.9 
4 years of college or more 3.6 16.7 1.3 2.5 3.6 
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Census of 






INCOME IN 1969 OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED 
INDIVIDUALS: 1970 
Income of Families and 
Unrelated Individuals Virgin Islands, Island 
Total White Negr,6 Othet St. Croix 
Families 13135 2978 8940 
1 
1217 6744 
Less than $250 498 62 396 40 220 
$250 to $499 88 11 72 5 46 
$500 to $699 101 6 83 12 55 
$700 to $999 152 12 133 7 86 
$1000 to $1499 329 26 275 28 178 
$1500 to $1999 275 28 231 16 142 
$2000 to $2999 835 63 711 61 422 
$3000 to $3999 1383 116 1124 143 802 
$4000 to $4999 1290 112 1020 158 698 
$5000 to $5999 1063 124 830 109 512 
$6000 to $7999 1809 228 1364 217 955 
$8000 to $9999 1221 245 854 122 595 
$10,000 to $14,999 1961 676 1113 172 978 
$15,000 to $24,999 1486 603 593 90 731 
$25,000 or more 644 466 141 37 324 
Median Income $6,612 13,373 5,512 6,272 6,442 
Mean income $9,062 16,082 6,884 7,889 8,926 
Mean Income Per Family Member $2,239 4,938 1,615 1,790 2,216 
Index of Income Concentration 0.426 0.308 0.443 0.392 0.429 
Families With Female Head 2.528 201 2181 146 1120 
Mean Income $4,594 9,258 4,194 4,149 4,609 
Source: U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Census of 
Population: 1970. Vol. 1, Outlying Areas. 
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System of Recreation 
A variety of indoor and outdoor areas for leisure time 
activities exist in Saint Croix. There are museums, parks, 
golf courses, a horseracing track, and area for horse shows, 
libraries, movie theaters, a bowling alley, beaches, pool- 
rooms, dance hall, botanical gardens, amphitheaters, and 
an area for automobile racing. For recreational activities, 
Continentals usually frequent the museums, golf courses, horse 
shows, libraries, tennis courts* movie theaters, bowling alley, 
beaches, and amphitheaters. Many engage in highly organized 
water sports such as hobie cat racing, yatch racing, scuba 
diving, snorkeling, water skiing, power boat racing, sport 
fishing, sailing, and spear fishing. Horseback riding is 
also another favorite activity. There are also organized 
club activities such as chess, cards, and backgammon com¬ 
petition. Many of the youth frequent the three dance halls 
located in the tourist sector of downtown Christiansted. 
Continentals seldom frequent the seven public parks that 
are located in the outlying areas of Saint Croix. These 
parks are equipped with softball, basketball, handball, 
soccer and volleyball facilities that are usually used by 
Crucians and other groups. 
123 
Summary 
Most Continentals live in residential areas or house¬ 
holds that are isolated from a majority of the native 
population. The prices of their homes and properties 
are indicative of their upper income earning powers as 
a group. Monogamy is practiced as a form of marriage 
and 95.8 percent of the marriages are through court appro¬ 
val. A small degree of interracial marriages exist, al¬ 
though Continentals usually marry within their ethnic group. 
The most frequent household consists of an independent 
nuclear family in which the father is the head. Married 
couples are prone to settle either with or near their 
relatives or apart or immigrate to the mainland. Con¬ 
tinentals follow a pattern of unrestricted descent group. 
They generally select to affiliate with that descent group 
which confers the greatest amount of prestige upon them. 
There are many organizations and activities in Saint 
Croix that are established specifically for both male and 
female youths. Continental youths participate only in 
the Swimming Association. 
As a group, Continentals occupy the upper stratum 
of the hierarchial class system in Saint Croix. Within 
the Continental group, based upon family background, wealth 
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and prestige, the upper class consists of wealthy re¬ 
tirees, corporate executives and internationally well- 
known personalities. The small business owners and inde¬ 
pendent professionals are beneath this group. At the bottom 
of the scale are the wage earners from the governmental 
and private sectors. 
Social relationships with other ethnic groups are 
generally minimal and impersonal. However, there are 
organized benevolent groups whose membership include 
Continentals and Crucians. Open racial discrimination does 
not exist in Saint Croix. There are intergroup tensions 
between Continentals and Crucians which are related to 
unemployment, business interests and crime. 
As a group, Continentals are not noted for church¬ 
going. Most of them that attend Church are regular goers 
and are active in Church affairs. The Churches that are 
most frequented by Continentals are the Episcopal, Catholic, 
Lutheran, Christian Science and Baptist. Leadership in 
these Churches change between Continentals and native 
clergymen. 
Continentals are very active in politics and are 
members of the three existing parties in the Virgin Islands. 
They are organized to vote for electoral candidates and on 
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issues which are of importance to them as a group. They 
acquire the balance of power and use it effectively as a 
pressure group when confronted with issues pertaining to 
their interest. In the past and during the present they 
have been elected to high political positions. The Virgin 
Islands government is highly dependent upon federal aid pro¬ 
grams from the United States. This dependency contributes 
toward the lack of nationalism among the general populace 
and the willingness of the leaders in the three political 
parties to maintain the status quo in relationship to the 
United States. 
A de facto segregated school system exists in Saint 
Croix based upon ethnic background and class position. With 
the exception of a few Continental students in a few elementary 
schools, there are practically no Continental students attend¬ 
ing the public schools. The private and parochial schools 
consist predominantly of Continental students and Black and 
Puerto Rican students from middle and upper class families. 
There is a high correlation between income, education and 
class position in the Virgin Islands. 
For recreational purposes, Continentals enjoy a va¬ 
riety of leisure time activities. They include museums, 
horse shows, libraries, movie theaters, the legitimate stage, 
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chess, cards, backgammon and sports. Most of the sports 
they engage in are highly organized individual sports 
such as golf, tennis, horseback riding, hobie cat racing, 
yatch racing, scuba diving,snorkeling, bowling, water 




The following conclusions are evidence based upon 
the data collected: 
(1) A few Continentals lived in Saint Croix during 
Danish rule, but the greatest number of Continentals immi¬ 
grated to the island in the 1960's. The reasons they 
immigrated to Saint Croix were for the purposes of retire¬ 
ment and to better themselves economically. Relative to 
total population, Continentals are in a minority. 
(2) Continentals are employed in both private and 
governmental sectors of the job market. They control 
tourism which is the number one industry in the Virgin 
Islands. They also have a monopoly on the tourist related 
businesses and the light and heavy industrial plants. 
(3) Under United States rule, Saint Croix has changed 
from an agriculturally based economy to light and heavy 
industry and tourism. 
(4) A majority of the native Crucians are descen¬ 
dants of African slaves who were brought to the Virgin 




(5) Saint Croix has a segmented society in which 
Continentals occupy an upper position on the social and 
economic scale. They make very few efforts to acculturate 
or assimilate Crucian culture. Their relationships with 
other groups are minimal and impersonal. 
(6) The Virgin Islands government is the greatest 
employer of native Crucians. 
(7) Economically, the local government is heavily 
dependent upon tourism and federal aid programs. 
(8) Continentals play an active role in politics 
in Saint Croix. 
(9) There is a high correlation between income, 
education and class position in the Virgin Islands. 
(10) A high degree of social distance exists be¬ 
tween Continentals and the general Crucian population in 
their choice of residential areas, schools and recreational 
activities. 
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